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CONCEPT NOTE

PATHFINDER INDIAN OCEAN SECURITY CONRERENCE

1. Background

The Indian OceRegions now at the centre of glgbapoliticdts strategic locatiahthe crossroads of global

tradds significantéonnecting the major drivers of the international economy in the VWesifaiTthAsmalian

Ocearis nowmore significatiitan everbeinghemainchannelor internationahdeandenergyand ts littoral
comprises of some of t hTheOseanralbpdodueesdiuabte tfishisgtandgninerali n g
resourcelsut onstate actors suchmrates, drug and human traffickers and terrorists constandyseodetyni

and governanaethis regiarPower play the Indian Ocean due to its strategic location and resources has also
become a threat to regional stability.

Howevethisdensely populatesjion that is rich in natural resasir@ies vulnerable to natural or environmental
disasteravhich warmés cooperation of all nations to address this issue. This, together with other challenges such
ensuring the fraad securpassage of trade and energy, securing equitable distribution of fisheries and mineral
resources and managing humanitariaionpénaihe ocean remains a daunting task

2. Objective

Following up on sevesatcessfubilateraland trilateralregionaldialogues and the broader Trincomalee
Consultations on the Bay of BehgaPathfinder Foundation consideogghattundo conduct anore
comprehensive and wideum focusirgn the whole of the Indian Ocean Rétierindian Ocean Security
Confererewill be conductedtha view to discuss and study/review the unfolgirajeggo significance of and
assess the regional security cooperation demands in the Indian OthamiRagipumrpose of the conference
is to address multifaceted $g@@siles impacting on the Indian @dtalie two main areasfocusbeng
Maritime SecurtydMaritime Governance

This track 1.5 evémtexpected to create a platform for all stakébopugicsy makers, relevant government
officials, researchers, scholars, subjert erperts, thidknk representatives #icengage in a constructive
discussion, sharing expertise on relevamwitbpécsiew tmntribute tmaintain the Indian Qcéae opower
rivalryand facilitate free and unimpeded navigation for all interestgthpattéexceptamd exclusion

The final objective of the conference will be to contribute to the discourse on the freedom of navigation and ove
accaodance with the International Public Law governing the oceans (UNCLOS) and reach an understanding on:
principles and contribute to the collective development of the countries in the Indian Ocean region. Agreeing u
new Indian Ocean Order or stizlg) a Regional Maritime Security Network could also be discussed in this forum.

3. Benefits

The platform praadthy the conference for an open and free discussion is expected to create a conducive environm
to addres®xisting misttuandrivalryamongheregional and extegional statetheimpact oenvironmental



security arising from climate change ardvglobiagand transnational maritime emusng otherk.is the
expectation of the Pathfinder Foundatamdpetliscusion atheaboveand other related issues would result
inmutually beneficial-win situation for thrals as well aher users of the Indian Qeeaajor and minor.

The spaceprovided by the conference could also be used tddatesalegional anthultiateral cooperation
and collaboration to address common threats in this global maritime common. It will also provide opportuniti
networkingnd fellowship amgagticipants and policy nsaker

4. InternationahdvisoryGroup(lIAG)

Aninternationaldvisorroul AG wasestablisheals a prelude to this conferehagconducteitisfirst meeting

in March 2019 i@olombo. The aimcdatinghe IAG was tbtain expertisa substantive and organizational
aspects of ti@roposed Indian Ocean Secunitie@ncedevelopment thiemes for discussidentification of
speakers and other participattselone in consultation with the Advisory Committee.

5. Date of the Coarfence

Considering the prevailing situéttien, tf i r st round of t he O6Paidpnopasedder | r
to be conducted as a webina@@drh (hdiarBtandard Tilhen 1@, 11th and ®November 20 reregistered

participants will join the meeting virtually. There fwdlbeses8ion each day comprising a brief introduction, three
presentations and a discussion.

6. Partici@ting Countries

Participantsonld comprise littoral and hinterland countribgd@rt@cean includimgmbecountries of IORA

and itDialogue Partners, permanent members of the Security Council, regional and international organizati
partner organizations of the Pathfinder Foubdiainaino based diplomatic misdipastipiating countries and

local participants.

Representatives from the followuntyies will be invitedhfeconference: Australia, Bangladesh,@himaros,
EgyptFranceGermanyindia, Indonesia, Irdétaly, dpan,Kenya, Madagaschlalaysia, Milves, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Myanmar, NEpalvayDmanPakistarRepublic of Kor&assiaSeychelle§ingapor&§omalia,
South AfigThailand, Tanzania, Tuld&g USAUKand Yemen

Regional and International Organitatéibwsuld be inviteidl includBAARC, BIMSTEASEAN, African Union,
EU, Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (MIdk@riPacifitcNaval Symposium, United Nations ©bineye and
Crime (UNODG@)NDivision of the Ocean Affairs and the Law of D@/8«2S)

7. Participants
This being a 1.5 conference, participants, whetiepradbegt government institutioinganks, academic

institutions etc., willidentifiedy the Conference Secretariat, and where necessary with the afiséstance of
Intenationahdvisor@roup (IAG)



Ninesenior resource persons will be idebtified Conference Secretariat and ioytedenpapersunder
specific themes. They will be requestalld@resentatiamsthe chosen thena¢sheconferencevhen those
themes are taken up for discussion

8. Main Themes
Three main themesll be discussed:
l. Maritime Security & Freedom of Navigation
Il. Enhancing Connectivity
Il. Identifying araddressingajoris s u e s imn<stl ruwdstdgif iadmide nmc y 6
9. Report of Conference aRgtureConsultations
As a follow up to the Conferdrec@athfinder Foundation will prepare a repddingapersubmitted by
presentergssence dliscussion amdnclusion/recommendatmstributing to the wider discourse on policy

governing the Indian Ocearth@ istention of the Foundatimmmicene the Pathfinder Indian Ocean Security
Conference at regular intervals.



AGENDA

DAY BNOVEMBER 10, 2020

12:15 12:20

12:20° 12:30

12:30° 12:40

12:40° 12:55
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13:55 14:05

14:05 15:05

15:05 15:10

INAUGURAL SESSION

Welcome by An@ieetha de Silvé&ecretary General, PFIOSC
Opening Remarks by @hairs
AmbBernard Goonetillékehairman, Pathfinder Foundation

Amb Shivshankar MerioRormer National Security Advisor of Didiangished
Fellow of the Centre for Social and Economic Progress

Keynote Speech
Adm. Prof. Jayanath Colonib&geeign Secretary

Remarks
H.E. AlainB. Tepliti Ambassadof USAoSri Lanka and Maldives
H.E. Akira Sugiyarmfembassador of Japan to Sri Lanka

Secretary Geneird&FIOSC

SESSION- MARITIMBECURITXNDFREEDOM ONAVIGATION
ModeratadrProf. C. Raja Mohan

Director, Institute of South Asian SNatiesal University of Singapore

Admiral Sunil LaripdSM, AVSM, Chairman, National Maritime Foundation

Ambassador Gleb lvashentsov, Vice President of the Russian International Affairs
Council, Russia

Ms. Nilaht Samaranayake, Research Program Director, CNA, Arlington, Virginia, USA
Open Discussion including Recommendations

Wrap up by Secretary General


https://csep.org/team/shivshankar-menon/
https://csep.org/team/shivshankar-menon/

DAY DNOVEMBER 11, 2020

13:30° 13:35

13:35 13:45

13:45 13:55

13:55 14:05

14:05 14:15

14:15 15:15

15:15 15:20

SESSIONJ ENHANCINGONNECTIVITY

Overview of previous day's discussions and Program for the day
by Secretary Gene@FIOSC

ModeratarDr. Frederic Grare

Advisor, Indian Ocean, Center for Analysis, Planning and Strategy, French Ministry of

Foreigi\ffairs

Dr. Yogesh Joshi, Research Fellow, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University

of Singapore

Mr. Jaimal Anaiiksearch Associate, Department of International Relations and Co
operation (DIRC®)gtoria, South Africa

Mr. Rohan Masakorala, Chief Executive Officer, Shippers Academy, Colombo, Sri Lanka

Open Discussion including Recommendations

Wrap up by Secretary General

DAY 3INOVEMBER 12, 2020

13:30° 13:35

13:35 13:50

13:50" 14:00

14:00 14:10

14:10° 14:20

14:20° 15:20

SESSIONIS IDENTIFYINGNDADDRESSINBAJORSSUESNCLUDING
MISTRUSANDI RUST DEFICIENCY

Overview of previous day's discussions and Program for the day
by Secretary GeneFIOSC

Moderatdr AmbRoberO.Blake,Jr.
Senior Director, McLarty Associates, Washington D.C.

Dr. Liu Zongyi, Senior Fellow & Secretary General, South Asia and China Center,
Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, China

Dr.Michishita Narushigee\Rresident, National Gradustitute for Policy Studies,
Tokyo, Japan

Dr. David Brewster
SenioResearckellowNational Security College,
Australia National University, Australia*

Open Discussion including Recommendations
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CONCLUDING SESSION

15:20° 15:30 Concluding Remarks by Amb. Shivshankar Menon
15:30 15:40 Concluding Remarks by Amb. Bernard Goonetilleke
15:40° 15:50 Address by Mr. Dean Thompsintipal Deputy Asst. Secretary of State, South and

Central Asian Affairs, US State Department

15:50" 16:00 Address by Mr. ENDO Kazuya, Deputy-Bieeetal, Southeast and Southwest Asian
Affair©epartment)inistryfd-oreign Affaidapan

16:00° 16:10 Vote of Thanks by Amb. Geetha deSitratary General, PFIOSC

*On behalf of Australia, although the paper was prepared by Mr. SanRet&askitéicer, National
Security College, Australian National University, he was unable to present at the conference due to unavoidable
circumstances.
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INAUGURAL SESSION
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OPENING REMARKS

Amb.BernardGoonetilleke
Chairman Pathfinder Foundation

Sri Lanka and Indian Ocean

The Pathfinder Foundation is pleased that it was able to conduct this meeting amidst difficult circumstances. Ori
we planned to have the meeting in April thighyparsonal attendance of littoral countries in the IOR, for which
purpose we held a preparatory meeting in March 2019. However, it had to be pbstpogedthdaredemic,

which made us to conduct this gathering in virtual format.

Sri Linkeregt m dhe Indian Ocean is not new. Almost half a century ago, with the supigrteaf the non
countries, Sri Lanka succeedgdting Re2832 adopted by the 26th Seskiba UN General Assembly. That

task was undertaken with the intehtiealaring the 10 as a Zone of Peace. However, the intensity of the Cold War
prevailed around that time prevented further negotiations to bring that Declaration closer to reality.

During the past several years, the Pathfinder Foundatioodmssdeoaigle work on the 10. We first focused on

the Bay of Bengal, on which we held two regional meetings, one in 2017, and the other in 2018. And now, our fc
the wider Il ndi an Ocean. Al so, in 20Xhe oduwmdi Bou Oa &1
the attention of the regional andegimaatountries fonutually agreed rhlesed arrangement for the 10.

Trade led to conquest

For millennia, 10 has been a place famous for maritimedyadegquest was notibren. However, with the

arrival of the European powers since the beginning oétitaryftifor trade and later conquest, majority of L

& H countries of the 10 ended up becoming colon&srothe other European powers. Decolonizagen proc

that commenced since the end of the Second WW, saw the withdrawal of colonial powers dominated by the |
from their possessions, which vacuum was quickly filled by the USA. The Great Power rivalry that was at its |
around this period, lethéoestablishmeritnewnilitary bases, and forced countries in the region to throw their lot
infavouof one or the other ideological cathpsemergence of the NAM, since the Belgrade Conference, enabled
the newly independent countries, to tadefgimalthe sugsower rivalry.
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Rationale for the 10 Security Conference

Let us briefly consider reasoning for this Conference to be convened by the PathfidderdsoGraktames

after the end of the Cold War dominateuifbgiar world, we are currently witnessing signs of another change. That
is, emergence of a apatar world, yet again. In this scenario, there are emerging global powers such as China ar
India, and the former, is said to be challenging the camemnt méth consequential reaction by the

US. Meanwhile, both China and India are expected to reach the heightfoohtheicorevnic power by the

middle of the century. What has not been clearly assessed is whether China is seeking@sthepleaditite US

power in the InBacific, or merely looking for its rightful place in the global system.

To achieve the predicted economic growth, emerging economic powers will require unimpeded access to ener
other resources and markets foeting@ods. Each rising global power would consiidisrttieit right to have
unhindered accdeshedesired natural resources, and it would be their duty to protect the conveyance of sucl
resources to their countries. Securing internatiames seal lansuring the vital choke points in the 10 will not be
blocked by hostile forces, will be a responsibility that no major industrial power could ignore.

Meanwhile, no one should be surprised by the determination of the current doma&dttpdvileden ttine

progress of the challenger, notwithstanding the fact it will be a harbinger for confrontation. In the colonial era, Eul
powers fought against each other using cannons mourgbipenAgailnaval confrontation in the 21gt centur

will rely on submarines, cruise missile@svhallly new generation of weapons with devastating results, disrupting
the global economy and security.

We have also witnessedextagi onal s getting invol ved ri nWVarredg idourra It
the 8year long Irdraq war. As the confrontations escalat¢8lAthtsllies and the Russian Federation deployed

their naval vessels to protect movement of oil tankers. In that process, firing of missiles against ships, depls
ofmnhesin he Gul f resul ting in hit sttatckihgaltanian @lalatforyns, and n k¢
accidental downing of an Iranian civilian airliner by a missile occurred in quick succession. Fighting raged unt
1988, when the UN 3¢ Council Resolution 598 was adopted resulting in a ceasefire. That confrontation was ni
an isolated incident, as similar confrontations occurred in in the Gulf, during 2019 and 2020, with attacks, ca
attacks and seizure of oil tankers etcatfemke against Aramco owned oil protas$tiegn Saudirabia

etc., which threatened the security of the Gulf region and the global economy.

Looking at the larger picture, confrontations between the dominant power and the challejetecids, or may

who the winner idowever, consequential fallout will be detrimental to the interests of the littoral countries, who
priority would be uninterrupted economic development leading to wellbeing of their populations. According to the
theinfrastructuevelopment needs of the Asian countries would be in the range of massive 26 trillion dollars fri
2016 2030'Consequently, priority of the countrieeidghevoultk to realize their development goals, and that

will not bpossible by choosing to become party to military confrontations of others.

Meanwhile, we also note the steady expansion of navies by regional states, such as India, Iran, Pakistan etc.
other countries such as Bangladesh and Myanmar have laoquinedcapability demonstrating their interest in

safeguarding their national security.

Countries in the region also have to face security threats emanasiragdracton®rwho engage in piracy, drug
and gun running, people smuggling, IUlgfishrimgcy around the Horn of Africa necessitated estatdishment of
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tripartite coalition consisting of the NATO, the EU and the US combined Maritime Forces, with others, such as
and China joiniimgantpiracy patrolling, in response to thedalbgnthe UN Security Council.

We have to accept the fact that the Indian Ocean is a common heritage of the global community, and as in the
its sea lanes will continue to provide accessibility to regional as-tegibasalestmtelleanwhile, netate

actors too will make use of the ocean to carry out illegal activities, as Sri Lanka had experienced during the sep
war that ended in 2009. What is neededEnsurmgtheef or e
ocean is Oopen and freed for all, without except]i
ways and means of addressing any shortcomings in that Convention, through discussion and negotiation, and
steps for domain awassrage among the solutions to the problem.

Let me conclude by asking, is it practical to expect removal of naval and other military azggtsal the extra
powers from the 10? Is it pragmatic to expect emerging naval powers not to edtabtishvbiothifatheir

opinion, are necessary to ensure supply energy and other resources? Finally, what specific arrangements are av
or necessary to address the prevailing mistrust, which may result in miscalculations leading t;mmarmed confront
Perhaps we should concentrate more on confidence building measures and give high priority to domain awaren

It is the expectation of the Pathfinder Foundation that the papers submitted by the eminent academics
professionals would enable thieipants to address the broad issues duridgyodis8ussion.

Thank you.
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OPENING REMARKS

Amb.ShivshankaMenon
Chair of PFIOSC 2020

I would like to join Ambassador Bé&mamdtilleka welcoming you all tdRthtiafinder Foundation Indian Ocean
Security Conference. It is a particular pleasure to welcddmifeickdmbage, who made this conference
possible in his previous avatar, and whom we have the privilege of hearing today.

It is good to see so mddyreends at once, though virtually. | am particularly happy to see the number and high lev
of participants in the confer@neg have over a hundred participants from business, think tanks, government,
diplomatic missions and academia. This ifotthriteeputation and expertise of the speakers and the excellent
papers that they have prepared.

It is also due to the importance of the subject of this conference, Indian Ocean security, and its topicality.

The Indian Ocean has always been an oassephp ocean of trade and human contact and migration. It has
avoided the fate of some closed seas of being primarily a battle space or a domain of contention. It did so large
to its geography, though the inhabitants of the littoral canaledit. stsnopen geography and predictable winds
made it so.

But today our life has been complicated by several factors: by advances in technology which make contention ir
open ocean spaces like the Indian Ocean and the western Pacifithgoseitiientoyn between great powers
thatcharacterisd¢be geopolitics of today; and, by the very high stakes that we all have in the flow of trade and ene
across the Indian Ocean sea lanes. Today, the Indian Ocean is ringed by rising epihgsiaitiy deiel

significant to the security and prosperity of seveegiandigpowers. The size of thebaiiagin the Indo

Pacific in the last two decades has no parallel anywhere in history. The central geopolitical faoddine in the worlo
is in the Asfacific, not in Europe as it was in the Cold War, and the Indian Ocean, or the larger body of water kn
as the IndBacific, is at the heart of that. As a consequence, when the world is between orders, great powers
bringing thecontention to the Indian Ocean. Security has thus become an issue in forms that are new and diffe
from what we were used to.

| speak here of security in the broadesd seoispist of the safety of mariners, fishermen and their vessels but of

everyhing up to ecological security, including the effects that climate change and human actions are having ol
ocean that is critical to our livelihoods. This is why we have sessions not just on the traditional hard security i
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later today, but alsoemancing connectivity tomorrow and on identifying and addressing major issues day afte
tomorrow.

But lest by speaking of complicated geopolitics and ecological threats | leave you with the wrong impression, |
hasten to say that | am an optimigthéduture of Indian Ocean security, despite the complications of contemporary
geopolitics and the prospect of sustained great power rivalries. That is because we have the skills and experie
working together and coopetatidgal with emergirgLgity threats. In the past, we cooperated in new and
imaginative ways to successfully deal with piracy off the Horn of Africa and earlier around the Strait of Malacca
put our minds to it, amaliseur common interest in keeping this a fopeamdean of peace, trade and travel,

| am confident that we will succeed.

And that is what | hope this conference willdethat our discussions over these three days will identify what is
missing, and what more can be done, not just l®g thiedstetvies but also by the other actors who affect Indian
Ocean security, broadly defined. What we suggest will have to inclusive, to serve the common interest, and to p
the maritime security and public goods in these commons that wakewdasafanted but that are today at

risk not just from geopolitics but from environmental and other factors.

| do hope that we are able through our discussions to arrive at a common understanding and a set of recommenc
that would be of use toginernments, navies and others in our countries, around the Indian Ocean and beyonc
build on UNCLOS to create a free and ograrcifido

With these few words, let me welcome you again and wish you success in the conference
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KEYNOTBDDRESS

Admiral. Prof. Jayanath Colombage
Foreign Secretary, Sri Lanka

Good morning, good afternoon, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

I am truly humbled to be among such a distinguished gathering of eminent personalities. | arthfgoud to say th:
was part of my dream starting in 20@eWiitst Trincomalee Consultations focusing on the Bay of Bengal.

Ladies and gentlemen, the sea has always been instrumental in defining the destiny of the world by bringing [
closer, melting down cultures and supporting the global economy. Seaborne trade has been an engine for inc
and sustainable growth.tit@iconnectivity is the key to substantive economic development for many nations. Wt
all know, that the Indian Ocean which is the third largest ocean in the world, covering approximately 70 million sc
and spans a vast geographical area stredahitige feastern shores of Africa to the west coast of Australia, and
most importantly, home to nearly 2.7 billion people resident in the littoral countries, which is roughly one third
world population.

Asiabs growing ec cais ummdeniab®ithdhe pise lofiAsid, the politidalrapdoeconaanit
balance is increasingly shifting towards the Indo Pacific. This region is fast becoming key to shaping the intern:
order in the 21st century. One of the latest strategieshedadthngQcean come from Germany, which is Policy
Guidelines for the Wrdifieshapingthe2Cent ury Toget her. One | ine stood
of our society depends on fr ee deavorld @dpecially formgvelapiggd . T
countries like Sri Lanka and many other littorals in the Indian Ocean. The same document addresses the ne
participate in functioning growth markets. We all know that the global supply chains or thetealwaekains are i
across the Indian Ocean and historibakpeien a wetonnected ocean for trade, cukliggon and is a key

Global Maritime Common in theeRfury.

Hal f of the worl déswecomdtdbasi maahdk®% & gldpa oilcshipgnéntsMepend o f
on this water body for transit purposes. Security of shipping will remain a primary concern during times of pea
well as conflict. We very well know what happened during Somali Piracy, when a smalib geigptimeas able
Indian Ocean merchant shipping to ransom. This is one clear example of the importance maritime shipping in the
Ocean. After an interval of nearly three decades, there are signs that the IOR is once again entering into another
of bg power rivalry with potential for military confrontation. The question is should the littoral countries get dragge
a superpower confrontation that is not of their m
social developmt and achieving the SDGs by the target year of 2030? The ADB report has estimated th:
infrastructure needs of Asia and the Pacific would exceed $ 22.6 trillion throngtti2&20veili dbé difficulty
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in achieving sustainable developmeniMggalgpose the question, can this money come from donors, bilateral and
multilateral lenders, or should there be viable Foreign Direct Investment?

Amidst CowilB, old certainties are questioned. Are we headlimgéopas Recessitvé@ can witnesslawing

down of economasdsocieeconomic tensions and human emotions rising high and creating a fear and insecurity
This also results in exérdanms of nationalism. There is and there will be interruptions to Global Supply Chains
Multilateral Health governance may be the way forward with health diplomacy being at its best. There is requir
for food and medicine security to be maintaired aountry. We may see a future where countries choose to
invest more on hospitals and laboratories.

The Ge®olitical, Ge&conome and GeoStrategic landscape of the Indian Ocean has become significant in the
2BtCentury. There are two very significant strategies:

i. The Indo Pacific Strategy the basics of which are, a free and open Indian and Pacific Ocean.

ii. The Belt and Road Initiative is maritime trade and infrastructure related development across the Indian O«

A littoral country like Sri Lanka wishes for a free and open Indian Ocean with a rules based maritime order for m:
commerce, development of maritime related infrastructure and connect to the global supply chain across the ¢
The preseay Idian Ocean has become a stage for strategic competition for regional andidikbabpowers.

callit acompetition for RMBResources, Markets and Bases. More and more governments, organisations and
institutions worldwide are making tHeakifiadheir conceptual frame of reference and thus the basis of their
policies. However, they differ, in terms of their objectives and emphasis on different policy fields.

Today, we see theemergence of Qu@ddia, Japan, US, and Australia) being omstlittgd with a

special focus on upholdingrutesbased orddor afree and open InBacificQu a d 6 s resol ve
dominate Ineé®acific high seas is being questioded)duad the principle driver of Indian Ocean maritime
security?06 &hobedhe naptuety ppcovidenin theylO as clearly evidenced by the Piracy of
the Gulf of Eden and Western I ndian Ocean. Wi | |
War 6 i s a qu e mdecuntynof @ana cbunivieleadirngdaosireyeof others. ThereforedGhe

Region is rapidly characterised by incoéasmmgdynamics. And we all know that this is one of the most militarised
oceans in the world. From-2008, 575 warships from 29 different countries have visitd Sri La

We have a huge O mi stlindias®@céan. South Asatisra wesytcomplexfsécarity eamstryctd

It is militarily, politically and economically a dynamic region but lacks a common security consensus lac
interdependence in the region and strategic ambiguity isTpisvialentiuclearized region with two nuclear
powers, India and Pakistan who have a conflicting border for the last 72 years and China, which is bordering
countries in South Asialss a nuclear power. We witness regional and national security interplay irethis region
impact of geographic proximity to large nuclear pdikarstigteat smaller countries such as Sri Lanka which is

an adjacent state to nuclear India expéni¢he Indian Ocean. Heseeyrity of an innocent state can be

i mpacted i n slomkioanbes eglesoggdapwmarcal centrality, siz
When we speak dfee and open Ind@sean, we have to ask for whiglope. Unless there is trade, investment,
developmeanhdcooperation, there is no need for such a strategy.

So, ladies and gentlemen, moving on to Sri Lanka in the Indian Ocean, we believe that we are in a centrality
ocean, equidistance froneregtide with close proximity to key sea lanes of communication and close geographica
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proximity to India. We are also amidst the spheres or axis of influence of India, USA, China, Japan and Austral
and théJK We believe that we need alvaled ater as Survival of the state is most important for Sri Lanka as
this is one way to overcome the asymwWietgre a small state and do not have any hegemonic\ii¢éentions.
believe in Multilateralism and not in Unilateralism and do not like taasea sécondritime trade and
devel opment. Conversely, we wish to see a 6bal anceé
to convey thatr i Lanka is not a piece of ntioRabtaréstssEst at ed an

Wth regard to Sri L a n k a 6 Berekscacbrewingyecamaondc cfsis mmidsgthe P o |
Covidl9 induced global economic meltdown. In this backdrop, President Gotabaya R#japaksa has a
pillar strategy of National Securitytaptticonomic Development and Empowerment through the Foreign Policy.
In order to overcome being caught in the great power rivalry in the Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka has five pillars to its 1
policy. One is Neutrality. Technically, we asdignedrountry, but we wish to remain neutral at the same time
maintaining friendly relations with everyone, which is number two. Third, is not to be caught up in major power

We do not | i ke to O6hedged or 0 ondsttheoother.dVe beed toweamtain st a t
iStrategic Autonomyo i n S6rhLankdwiladt Gede caDitesbhtagic asfetise f o u |
to foreign concerns. Il nvest ment a ¢/ist® of cPriogpeagity &and  Sr i
Splendour 06, FDI and joint ventures are welcome bu

security concern to India, especially in maritime and air domains.

Ladies and gentlemen, in this background, ihdmdiart Ocean Littorals wish to see discussed and focused in
the next three days? We need critical retrospect of the Indian Ocealdéranshvithinsulate the Indian Ocean

from great power rivalries teitt971 Declaration of the Indian &caadfone of Peatdée neetb make this

ocean free from Nuclear weapons, no great power rivalries and no bases to support swahtaiysdees and

and stability in the Indian Ocean to spread goodwill to allow littoral states to develop economically. It is also nec
to strengthen economic cooperation to attain SDGs as per the UN 2030 Agenda. Create wealth for people etl
and by enviroemt friendly means. Strengthen Global supply chains; strengthen defence cooperation; strength
maritime security cooperation; technology cooperation on education and health and work towards mutual respe
mutual benefit.

We wish the Indian Ocear tanbopen, inclusive, transparentbagied operative ocean with a spirit of shared
6GIlI obal Responsibilitieso. We need to strengthen
architecture faooperative, collaboratRegionakollective security mechanism. We need alliances and
partnership for the IOR to convert from Maritime Asia into Continental Asia. There is a critical need for an Indian
narrative, an Indi@oean maritime security strategy and IORA may be tisgreiay for

Ladies and Gentl emen, in these turbul ent ti mes, t
ally; the foe; and the friend. International diplomacy should work at its best in the IOR. There is a Chinese sayir
a jouney of a thousand miles start with the first step. | believe, we, todapundefthen d er Brmmlundat i
al | the scholars have t aken the oooferéneerccess.fl like te énd myt e p 6
speech with a quotatipicked up from President Elect of the United States, Joe Biden who stated during his victc
speech fiYou can be opponent s, but you do not have

Thank you very much. | am honoured to be with you, and | wish you all the best.
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REMARKS

H.E AlainaB. Teplitz
Ambassadoof the United States Sri Lankand the Maldives

Thankyou verymuchandgoodafternoanExcellenciedistinguishgzhnelistarticipant&oreigrsecretary, 6 m
verypleasedobeabletojoineveryonattheopeningfthisconferend® discusshecomplexitiexfsecuritinthe
IndianOcearregionparticularlgt thismomenafterSecretary? o mp suocéssfulisitto India,SriLankaand
MaldivesandtheannouncemeoftU.S.intentiont establishnembassin Maldives.

| wantto recognizéhePathfinddfoundatioandconferenceochairsAmbassad@oonetillekendAmbassador
Menorfor gatheringis for thisimportantonversatioand| appreciatéhe opportunitio brieflydiscussn these
openingemarksheconcepof a freeandopenindePacifiandhowthatcontributeto enhancedecurityorall
nations.

ThelndiarO ¢ e a@evstrategimportanasclear.ltisavitallifelindorthew o r tradedithmajosealaneghat

cary halfof thew o r todtdineships;a thirdof thew o r butkdargotrafficandtwethirdsof thew o r bild 6 s
shipmentsltis, howevenotimmunéeo thechallengeafflictingtheregionsndof coursehaschallengesnique

to itself. Theseincludenavigationaecurityhumanand wildlifetraffickingparcoticgraffickingenvironmental
degradatiorgndillegalfishing. Theseare someof the issuesthatotherspeakerfaveraisedand| hopethat
panelistwillhavea chancéo delvantosameofthesechallengestheirdiscussions.

The Ind®acific also harbors some of the fastest growing economies in the world but also has the greatest dern
for economic growth as youth populationk Basetomplex region and the challengesadiyecegnplex.

So,l suggesthatwe lookto fundamentarinciplesindinternationaormsthatour nationsshareandthatare
essentidbrtheprosperitiorallinthinkingbout framewororaddressingpmenfthesechallengesKeyamong
them,of coursejs ensuringhe freedonof the seasandskiesin accordanceiththe Lawof the Seaandthe
Conventioan Internation&livilAviation Weneedto insulatesovereignationgromexternatoercionpromote
markebasedconomicsnopennvestmertlimatefairandreciprocdtadeconsisterwithinternationi&w,and
principlesffaircompetitio’’Veneedosupporgoodjovernanceyleoflawandrespedorcivilibertieandnuman
rights.Thesaresharedialuesandpolicieshathaveunderpinnetthedynamigrowttandburgeoningrosperitgf
thisregiorfordecades.

The United States has a goal in this region and that is to support a free and open space in which sovereigr

independent nations and diverse cultures can prospsidsidendyimportantly, that these nations can exist
together peacefully to achieve this vision and this goal.
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AsSecretariPompesaiddurindnisrecentvisitto SriLankathisis nota visiorthatisaboutmposing me r wilc a 6 s
on SriLankaor anyotherpartnein theregion.Infact, tqditethe opposite Asa friendandpartnerthe United
States seeks to promotean inclusiveapproachto nationalsovereigntyindependenceand sustainable
developmenf(Thisis a call to rallyaroundprinciplesatherthana requesto makean alliance.Nonetheless,
cooperationithpartnersindregionainstitutionis atthecentefthisapproachNocountrganshapehefuture

of theregionin isolatiorandno visionfor the regionis completavithout robustnetworlof sovereigaountries
cooperating secureheircollectivanterests.

Thereforgllofourinitiatives thelndePacifi@areoperplatformornewandexpandedollaboration.

The United States provides more than half a billiorsdoliaity assistance to theRadiic region to strengthen

maritime security and maritime domain awareness, to support humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, tc
peacekeeping and to counter transnationalWeesdsn hold military €ges in the In@acific that are planned

and executed with allies, friends and partners to build trusting relationships, increase interoperability and ex
partner capability and capacity s o bytheaegio®ueBay e al |
of Bengal Initiative, as an example, helps countries build the capabilities and information sharing networks nec
to effectively address some of these security challenges and national disasters.

Our objective ispgmtect the maritime domain, maintain freedom of navigation and other lawful uses of the sea
that all nations can access and benefit from the maritime commons in accordance with the Law of the Sea Conv

We also work with our partners in thatioednCivil Aviation Organization to assure that the freedoms of the air
established in the Convention on International Civil Aviation are respected.

And because maritime security is inextricably linked to economic security, | want to say théeecooodsiabo
components of our vision.

TheUnitedStateselieveshattheroleof governmetis to enabldreeenterprisavhileprotectinghdividuaights
andempoweringeople.Wedo thisby improvingnarketiccessandcompetitivenedsy facilitahg businesso
businesties,andpromotinfyee fairandreciprocatade.

| wantoechoForeigrsecretarolombagendmakehesameobservaticaboutheregion.Developingountries
in thelndePacifimeedat leastl. 7 trillionf nottrilliongnoredollarsn infrastructuiavestmergveryyear. The
secondhing willsayabouthisis thatnogovernmetiasthismuchmoney Andthird theras 70milliorstockpiled
inthew o r finahéiadentersTheUnitedbtatedrasa goako helpsteermoreofthiscapitaiothelndePacificegion
andtoensurghefundgyoto sustainablgrojectshatbringa genuineeturroninvestment.

Secretary Pompeo highlighted during his visit to Colombo that every country will need the pstetaf private indu
regain its economic footing after this pafidenaited States looks forward to working with our partners to achieve
a pospandemic recoveAfready U.S. foreign direct investment in the region is dubatanté@ke than doubled

in he past decade reaching close to a trillion Apikrisan investment creates jobs and not debt, with U.S.
investment supporting over five million jobs in the region.

American foreign assistance aneéuprted institutions such as the Asian benelBank have made
foundati onal contributi ons t dnkeepirg witheogrivisiom foisthe gndoo wt h
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Pacific in recent years the U.S. government has provided about $2 billion annualliyhis hssistaheged
new initiatives that spur private investment in the infrastructure, energy, and digital economy sectors.

Wedbre also committed to expandi ng-dominated fnaneingshatct or
impinges on national sovereigntgaaidutonomy, that saddles economies with debilitating debt and encourages
corrupt practiceAmer i can companies are transparent, they ar
the U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

Sustainable ecoriordevelopment is ultimately strongly rooted in good governance, and the United States suppt
citizerresponsive governance and light tough regulation that fosters entrepreneurship and the efficient allocatic
capital And we support institutiongptbatote transparency, fairness, and the sanctity of contracts.

Webre also steadfast in our efforts to champion h
in international instruments such as the Universal Declaration ofs-anddheRligiernational Covenant on Civil
and Political Right¥e urge all nations to join us in upholding these commitments.

Tobe sustainableconomiesustbe opentransparengndrulesbased Infrastructuraustotjustbe builtbut
alsomaintainedPublicontractshouldetransparemd highstandardandensurdighqualityprojectthatiastd
agoalestablishelolytheG20. Anythintessriskscorruptioandpoorconstructicas cornerarecut.

As Secretary Pompeo has also natgdf countries make themselves welcoming to private investment will those
trillions of dollars get off the sidelines, into their economies and into productive enterprises that biting jobs and pro
to their peopl&or that to happen Hdmificdaders must prioritize transpareneayqrampition, and responsible
financing.

I n closing, I hope that todaydés conference will e:
vision of a free and openRatific region in whitlstates and their people can prasgemust champion the

values that have served theRadific so well including respect for the sovereignty and national independence; free
fair, and reciprocal trade based on open investment and transpantsmaadreemmectivity; and adherence to
international law including freedom of navigation and Dhesd#igite values we have in convabres that

are codified in international covenant soomsand whi ch
principles that we can build trust between and among our countries.

Thank you very much for the time this morning and | look forward to learning more from the panel discus:
throughout the event.

Thank you.
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REMARKS

H.E Akira Sugiyama
Ambassador of Japan to Sri Lanka

First of all, let me begin by expressing my heartfelt appreciation to the Pathfinder Foundation (PF) for organizir
conference most efficiently despite having had to face numerous chatengevailiaggpandemic of GOVID

19. In this regard, | would like to commend the ablest team of the MHiteldMyrdroda, the Founder of the
Foundation and Ambassador B&noaretilleke, Chairman, as well as Ms. AmegirecteProgrammes

among other staff, for working tirelessly to bring us together on the common platform once again to discuss the pr
topics on the security of the Indian Ocean.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The meeting of the International Advisory Group (IAG), wineme@chsrcdlarch 18th last year, had aimed at
hammering out the multifaceted issues impacting on the security of the Indian Ocean, and prepared ground f
current PEOSC. The meeting thus conducted under skillful chairmanship ofShinbhas&déenon has
successfully distilled the differing views and ideas into three essential issues upon which the distinguished partic
are going to discuss over the course of the next three days.

The IAG meetiitgntifieda) Maritime Security and Freefidwavigation) EnhancinGonnectivity, an§l ¢
AddressmgMi strustod and O0OTrust Deficiency®d which reson
and Open IndRacific, that is) Strengthenirige Rule of Law, especially AreeddNavigation, b) Enhancing
Connectivity t hr ou g Maima@igmace andyprosperify ofdheRadifioc Regionraedd , an
beyond.

A Free and Open hiRbzific, whose acronym is FOIP that the Government of Japan envisatgess &nd promo
vision that upholds thefd@doc i f i ¢ Oceans to be AGI obal Commons, O
benefit all the countries, littoral adittorah alike, and is an inclusive concept open to all countries that share its
basic pnciples. Such universal nature of FOIP, in my view, may have led the IAG to reach the basic affinity i
approach, which also reflects the common aspirations being long pursued in the history of theéHadian Ocean
form of mare liberum or tieesta.

Ladies and Gentlentgm | anka, located at the strategic position oAtbstesast lanes, is an important partner
in realizing -RadiFfrieed .a n@u rO pRoashiditsugdoring/hisrvisitdot Se kankMi@sT E G |
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Decenber, shortly after the inauguration of the new government under H.E. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, ren
Japands commitment to assisting Sri Lankads devel
maritime cooperation betwe&ausa and Japan, however, was laid back in 2014 when the then Prime Minister Abe
paid an official visit to Sri Lanka. On that occasion, the then Prime Minister Abe and the then H.E. President M
Rajapaksa issued a Joint Statement, which wastapplopriat i t | ed A A New Partnersh
In this Joint Statement, the two leaders expressed their determination teS¥ldventkal aglations, which have

matured and diversified based on teetoagn di ng fr i emd aikirghiipnbet ive eme ma
and to further strengthen the cooperative relations to play significant roles in the stability and prosperity of the
Pacific Ocean regions. Under the leadership of new Prime Minister SUGA Yoshihiges ttapansoendin

Free and Open Ielacific, and | would like to add that, as Prime Minister SUGA stated during the recent maide
Pri me Ministerial visit t o V iPactfi; thahis, ASEAN Outlcdloon thes i a |
IndePacitt (AOIP) shares many fundamental commonalities with the FOIP.

Based on the agreed framework, Japan and Sri Lanka have made steady progress in the area of maritime coope
On the maritime safety and security, to begin with, Japan has exiended &sisanka bygranting two

new patrol vessels to Sri Lanka Coast Gextehdihg technical assistance for improving oil spill management to
Sri Lanka Coast Guard, in view that Sfacaskeeavy traffic of oil tankers off thevergstayand c3upporting

VBSS (Visit, Board, Search and Seizure) Training Coursss lmpr@iebal Maritime CRrogrammef

UNODC closely supported by Sri Lanka Navy, to tackle the mounting challenge of illegal drug trafficking plagui
regions, among others. Recently, the same patrol vessels also played an activengle ithegoimibetiort

carried out by Sri Lanka and India in successfully extinguishing the fire that broke out on a distressed oil tanker si
off the coast of Sri Lanka.

In addition, Japan has been strengthening exchanges between the JapaSetfeDMdéitse Force (JMSDF)
and the Sri Lanka Navy through regular port calls by JIMSDF, especially on their way to and from the Gulf of At
engage in the cousigacy operations.

With regard to enhancing the connectivity and maintainin@iiteppesgerity in the region, Japan has been
promoting fAQuality Infrastructureo development 1in
a) open access, b) transparency, c) economic efficiency Hegltldingdifeand daaficial viability of recipient
countries. Japan continues to engage in the development of quality infrastructure in Sri Lanka most diligently
special focus on ports, airports, power supply, water supply, and irrigation, among othershé&nesdsspond to

of the Government and people of Sri Lanka.

Finally, the importance of Confidaiideng cannot be exphasized for realizing the vision of a Free and Open
IndePacific. The present conference of the Pathfinder Foundation willahetmdueate atmosphere for
confidenece ui | di ng among different stakeholders. As | s
i mportant conference has particular si dgmeantfoned ance
earlier, and the prominent role Sri Lanka has been playing in promoting the peace and prosperity of the reg
strongly hope that todaydés conference wil/| provi d
of prominemxperts, which will lay a precious foundation for common understanding on the way forward.
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On this note, | would like to express our great pleasuaepairtnenig?HOSC, and once again, appreciate the
Pathfinder Foundation for organiziiegiitsconference.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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SECRETARY GENERAL OF PFIOSC

Amh Geetha De Silva

Ambassador (Retd.) Geetha de Silva is the Executive Director of the South Asia Policy and Research Institute (S
based i€olomboShe was a member of the Sri Lanka Foreign Service and her last diplomatic assignment was
High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to Canada.

During her Foreign Service career spanning over 25 years she served as Deputy Chief of Mission with Ambas
rank at the Sri Lanka Embassy in Washington D.C., Counselor at the Sri Lanka Embassy in Japan, Deputy Pern
Delegate of Sri Lanka to UNESCO, and Counselor, Sri Lanka Embassy, Paris, amongst other assignments. ;
Ministry of Foreign Affaing leld the positions of Additional Foreign Secretary/Political Affairs; Director General/
South Asia and SAARC; and Director, United Nations/Human Rights; in addition to others.

She has participated in and contributed to international and regioesivduitdesbrovas at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs and after retirement from the Ministry, during her tenures at the Regional Centre for Strategic S
(RCSYS), Sri Lanka, as Associate O@266i#2010), at One Text Initigdd), Sri Lanka, aebior (2012012)

and during her present assignment (2012 onward).

A graduate of the University of Colombo, she holds a Masters degree in Conflict and Peace Studies from the Uni
of Colombo and a Diploma in International Relations of trekiBaDeananfor International Studies. She is an
alumna of the Harvard, Kennedy School, USA and the Near East & South Asia Centre for Strategic Studies (NE
the National Defense University of USA.
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SESSION ONE

MARITIME SECURITY AREEDOM OF NAVIGATION

Moderator

Prof. C. Raja Mohan

o Director of the Institute of South Asian Studies,
h National University of Singapore

ChilamkuRaja Mohan is an Indian academic, journalist and foreign policy analyst. He is the Director of the Insti
of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore.[1] Previously, he was the founding Director of Car
India.[2] He has also been tn@usshed Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi[3] and Senior
Fellow at the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi, and prior to that, a professor at the S. Rajaratnam Schi
International Studies, Nanyang Technological Universitye 8imty&@rofessor of Centre for South, Central,
Southeast Asian and Southwest Pacific Studies, School of International Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University
Delhi, India.[4] He was the Henry Alfred Kissinger Scholar in the John W. Klegeilitantaf adhgress,
Washington, D.C. during-2009]. He began his acaclesneent the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses,

New Delhi.

Dr. Mohan has had a number of stints in journalism as well. He was Strategic AffairsrEgitpresfstiddndia
Delhi, and before that, served as Diplomatic Editor and the Washington Correspondent of The Hindu newspap
is a columnist for the Indian Express.
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Maritime Security and Freedom of Navigation

Admiral Sunil LarPdSM, AVSM, (Retd
Chairman, National Maritime Foundation, and Former Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS), Indian Navy, Ind

There is little dispute over the assertion that the world today is characteyseedogndutiiiiiceted diversity

from political, demographic, economic, environmental and strategic viewpoints. Everything around us seemsto s
thattheworl i s i n another period of historical transitd.i
uncertaintyé mani festing itself as a complex inte

Globaldrivers

There are three globakdsiwhich are of particular concern to us as they would shape the world, and our collectiv
futures in profound ways. The first of these pertains to the ongoing shift in the technological centre of gravity fron
to East. As a result, the technolsgjeiority enjoyed by the West is under challenge from the East. In fact, the
technological gap is narrowing between the West and East, particularly in the field of advanced technologies, m
which also have military applicattmspled with tleetinological driver is the economic matrithahbrbgan

the omyoing rebalancing of the global ecomdridkss leading tmajor shift in global economic clout. In fact, in

a recent analysis published by the World Economic Forum, bfitB@5@yveir largest economies are projected

to be emerging econoti€sese will be led by China and followed by India at the second place. The next drive
pertains to the increasing world population and rising living standards. In additasperthetisegeowing

military aspirations of major powers and its corresponding impact on quest for resources cannot be overempha
These factors are leading to a steep increase in the demand on all resources, including food, water, energy an
earth materials. On the military front, as can be seen around us, this quest for gaining access and control over res
is manifesting itself, particularly in the global gdveritdhs oceans, polar regions, space or even the cyber world.
Maintainig freedom of action in the global commons will thus be a vital objective. The third and last driver woul
the impact of climate change, particularly from the prism of environmental, security and economic aspects.
implications of these driversraagl land varied, and they will present us with tremendous opportunities, as well as
extremely dangerous risks which will need to be mitigated.

Strategidrends

There are three important strategic trends, which emerge out of these driverseaitbetcasa aliran
enmeshed output of more than one of them.

The first of these pertains to the ongoing Power Transition and Diffusion. As the economic and technological po
China rises, it may rival that of the USA. A crucial question is wiiettténshitutons, mechanisms and norms
of the international system can adapt to accommodate this shifting balance of power. If it cannot, disputes will be

1Sourcé Reuters, Article titled O6Trade war or n o https/Mwwireutars.cors/artizléass i ng t he
tradechinaintellectualproperty/tra@eornotchinais-closinghegaponu-s-intechnologip-raceidUSKBN1HK1&&cessed on 18 Feb 2019.

2Sourcé Official Website of Wd&conomic Forum, availabipet//www.weforum.org/agenda/2018i@tltideiggeseconomieisr2018 accessed

on 04 Feb 19.

3Global Strategic Treh@$ieFuture Starts Today (Sixth Edition 2018), p 14,18 UK MOD, available at
https://asse.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/771309/Global_Strategic_Trends_
_The_Future_Starts_Todaypdéssed on 04 Feb 2019.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/771309/Global_Strategic_Trends_-_The_Future_Starts_Today.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/771309/Global_Strategic_Trends_-_The_Future_Starts_Today.pdf

difficult to resolve, and these could escalate into conflict. As global power baetested, rmiondldoecome
harder to forge internatichallying treaties, and-oompliance and subversion of international laws are likely to
increasé.

The next trend pertains to the potential for Increased Competition. Given the incressimge@stricularly

in the global commons, the extant powers may seek to enhance their position in the global order which may t
conflict.Essentially, the question is, would the increasing resource aspirations lezdate randeimidante

conflicts? If yes, then we need to prepare for these scenarios and mitigate their potential implications on global :
as regional peace and security. As a result of increasing competition, there is wide scope for Regional Instability
behg seen around the world, the ability of individuals and groups to have a larger impact than ever before, polit
militarily, economically, and ideologically, is undermining traditional institutions.

The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is definecHayaradtiand mdi#tceted diversity from political, demographic,
economic, environmental and strategic viewpoints. In security terms, issues relating to the IOR are best addres
terms of two overlapping regional systems. The first one embtaesslodidric issues, that is issues that, are
specific to the Indian Ocean and its littoral. The second system sees the Indian Ocean as part of a wider Indo |
6strategic systemb, that embr aces an Aldéssuesrclzalleeging out e
the security quotient of IOR could be seen through the prism of these two systems.

Maritime trade in the Indian Ocean has always been integral to economic, cultural and civilisational linkages. T
the Indian Ocean is thé wbib-emingnt energy and trade seaway and a large percentage of the oil and trade that
emanates in the IOR is headed for countries outside this region. Obviously, safety, security and stability in the
Ocean Region is not a local or regionhlisauratter of the globalstyabegic agenda.

Resource competition, energy security and expanding strategic interests are witnessing increased attention
regional states and external powers. The region no longer remains on the fringes of a global agenda but firmly oc
centrestage, particdlay f r om t he perspective of O6competingd in

The strategic importance of the Indian Ocean whitdtkedaod the three sides cannot be overemphasised.
Access to the IOR is through the ISLs that pass through certain choke points letertecuad thestern
approaches to the Indian Ocean. Unhindered flow of maritime trade through these choke points assumes treme
significance for the entire world. Given the importance of the Indian Ocean Region, it is hardly a surprise that
than 12%varships from close to 22 extra regional navies maintain a near continuous presence in the Indian Ocee

Compounding the security matrix of the region, is the advent of humerous challenges that have come along
increasing globalisation. It couldidevith a reasonable degree of conviction that two factors have significantly
contributed towards setting a O6new security agend

Maritimesecuritychallenges
Maritime resources will be key to sustained groetblapohent of nations across the Indian Ocean Region in the

ongoing century. We have already seen the negative impact of conflicting claims, in some maritime areas of the
We must, therefore, ensure that the maritime expanse of the Indiptin@dlyamaisiessed for the benefit of all

4Global Strategic Trehd$ie Future Starts Today (Sixth Edition 2018), p 12 UK MOD, available.
5Global Strategic Trehd$ie Future Starts Today (Sixth Edition 2018), p 122 UK MOD.
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nations in the region. To do so, there is a need to overcome a wide range of security challenges that exist i
maritime domain. These range from traditional challenges, which aigestatenissatess avell as a slew of
nontraditional challenges. Over the last few decades, these have significantly expanded in diversity and scale.

Whilst, the conventional and traditional end of spectrum continues to be relmrardntiveaddnd non

traditioal end of the spectrum has also posed serious challenges. Maritime piracy, human and drug trafficking, a:
as lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing, have kept several maritime forces constantly engaged. In a
to these challenges, glabrrorism continues to acquire new colours by the day. The reach, access to technolog
organisational flexibility and financing avenues that terrorist organisations enjoy today is unprecedented.

In addition to the challenges highlighted, we @ilsgpfaspect of laggale human migration from conflict zones,
environmental degradation and climate change that will be highly disruptive, particularly in many of the highly por
and sedlependent littoral zones of the region. Also, the dgtibno &fr Navigation under UNCLOS is under
challenge by claims made in violation to internatidife lamited Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) of 1982 distinguishes between the territorial sea, an exclusive economic zeas.and the high s

In the high seas, vessels of all flags enjoy unrestricted freedom of navigation as one of the freedoms of the high
This also applies to an area declared as an exclusive economic zone by a coastalaititmumile260m

the coast. NHin this zone, however, due regard must be given to the justified use of economic resources by the co
stateComi ng to the South China Sea which is home to
carrying goods between marketaiamsEurope, Africa, and the Americas must transit through the South China
Sea. Circumnavigating the region would involve both considerable expense and time delay in the delivery. As a
most nations have a direct stake in ensuring that fresdfyetiari and overflight is respected in the South China
Sea.

Unfortunately, however, the South China Sea is home to a number of longstanding territorial disputes. C
Indonesia, Brunei, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan, and Viethnam have overtgypicigistv& various maritime

features and areas of water in the South China Sea. Most of these are centred on features located in the Parac
Spratly island groups. In order to reinforce territorial claims, several states occupydetitiCasmm Jea,S

and some have reclaimed land, built infrastructure and stationed troops and military hardware on these features
actions have raised the possibility of conflict and the increased capabilities of states to limit navigation in the r
Although several states have engaged in such activities, the amount of reclamation and construction undertak
China, as well as the degree of militarization of features it occupies, far outweigh the others.

The Ind®acific region is becoming widely recognised as the global centre of gravity, whether in terms of econc
interaction, demographics, transnational security challenges or the strategic balance. Unhindered flow of maritim
through the Indodfi region is one of the primary security concerns of global energy consumers. From a maritir
security perspective, the unprecedented development of the Indo Pacific could not have been possible in an ins
environment . T h e therpangei noverdas global econbnaicaprogras rhages & a8 strategically
important agenda for regional as well aisgigtral powers.

I ndia has always supported the very essemmuoa. of Of

Il mplicit in Indiabs policies and maritime strateg)
investments across the region. Security of Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs), freedom of navigation, availal
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port infretructure and ndiscriminatory access to markets are some of the issues that ensue from this definition c
interests.

The gegolitical eminence of the Indo Pacific region is here to stay. In the foreseeable future, the maritime cons
of the regiomould continue to shape the economic and security paradigms. This leads on to the strategic neec
preserve peace, promote stability and maintain security across the waters of ffieelnmbuBaefepproach

and strategic vision for the-Radific was best sumnrupdoy the Honourable Minister for External Affairs of India,
whil e speaking at the I ndian Ocean Conf etaciice i n |
naturally means different things to different paviersideniably a priority for all of them. For India, it is the logical
next step after the Act Ea%t and break out from c

6Ni tin Pai , -Racnidfiiac aBnadl at nhcamréhl Onipersity 8obirnal, Auly 80i6: al i an Na

TEAMO6S Address at the I ndian Oc e datps/@ewmmea.goe.in/SpeecheMal di ves, 03 Sep 2019
Statements.htm?dtl/31915/Keynote_Speech_by External_Affairs Minister at Indian_Ocean_Conference_in_Maldivexcespeshtre0303_2019
December 2019
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Admiral Sunil Lanba. PVSM, AVSM, (Retd.)
Chairman National Maritime Foundation, and
Former Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS), Indian Navy

The Chairman of the National Maritime Foundation (NMF), Admiral Sunil Lanba, PVSM),AY¥8M, IN (Retd
alumnus of the National Defence Academy, Khadabastance Services Staff College, Wellington, the College

of Defence Management, Secunderabad, and, the Royal College of Defence Studies, London. In his illustrious
career, spanning four decades, the Admiral, who is a specialist in NAiuigatibDiaection, served as the
Navigation, Direction and Operations Officer aboard several ships in both, the Eastern and Western Fleets of the
Navy. Wi th multiple tenures on the 1t rnabahasbeen st af f
deeply engaged with professional training, the sh
the Indian Armed Forces. He assumed command of the Indian Navy, as the 23rd Chief of the Naval Staff, on th
of May2016.He was appointed Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee obeber8he2@f6 and his

contribution to$®rvice synergy is legendary. For his exceptional services to the nation, the President of the Repu
of India awarded Admieaibla theAti VishistSevéMedal, followed thereafter bydram VishiSevaé

Medal.The Admiral retired on the last May2919, and, a week later, on 07 June 2019, took over as the Chairman,
NMF.

33



Major issues in the Indian Ocea&Glipserom Moscow

AmbGleb lvashentsov
Vice President, Russian International Affairs Council

The changes in the global political landscape require a new look at the role that the world oceans, especially the
Ocean, play in global politics and economy. The situation in the Indian Ocean region today is quite turbt
Globalization is inkénied there with the struggle for spheres of influence, and financialthetesidiusial

disputes. The region accounts for half of the global volume of container cargo delivered by sea routes and abot
of global sea transportation of hyanesaHnually important is the military and political role of the Indian Ocean
region. It is home of major armed conflict zones in Afghanistan, Irag, Syria and Yemen, as well as of Iran, whic
been under attack by the West for more than three Hedadem Dcean also washes the shores of Africa, the
struggle for resources which is a matter of the near future.

Between the 1960s and 1990s, the United States clearly dominated the Indian Ocean militarily. However, toda
all its naval power, theted States can no longer count on the rights of a monopoly administrator in this region. Ne
players are entering the "big game" in this region. These are primarily China and India, which have signific
increased their naval capabilities in thef wWwekeconomic recovery, as well as Iran, which is now perhaps the only

country in the Greater Middle East that is steadily increasing its economic, scientific, technical and military potel

The processes developing in the Indian Ocean regmgrhfie@d common denomingtat is the UShina

rivalry. Some people often draw a parallel between it andAtmer®avietonfrontation during the Cold War,
missing a profound difference between the two. TAm&daet confrontation invabgdst two superpowers,

but two ideologically opposed global systems, whose peaceful coexistence seemed, both to Moscow and Washi
just a short respite on the eve of the last and decisive battle.

China, unlike the former Soviet Union hashiserigtihg system, the inherent globalization of which, has been a
major source of China's economic mhwabedingh\Beijing is interested not in breaking the current West
dominated global system but in carving in it an appropriate safelinideadertigre will be no glosahing

bipolarity to divide the world.

As for China and India, the two powers presently play somewhat differing roles in international affairs. China is a
showing its global ambitions. Its accumulated pevetoatiovject influence around the imolsia, Eurasia,

Africa, Eastern Europe, and Latin America. India has not yet put forward a global agenda. At the same time, Nev
is undoubtedly thinking of extending its influence beyond the aglirgigneygiok, which is confirmed inter alia

by I ndiads act i ve i-Patifie"ingarthershimwith thedJnitedoStates japan anél Australie.
At the same time, if the United States, Japan and Australia expecttPasé tbe I"dQu ad 6 pr i mar i |
arc of global containment of China, India seems to view that as a tool for increasing its own global weight. The
Europe ended 100 years ago. The age of America is ending before our eyiest Gdettnmeviitt the century

of Asia, and India is determined to secure a leading position in it.

For both China and India, with their rapidly growing economies, it is crucial to protect their economic security, w
both cases depends heavily on energy inthanseéts more than 80% of its oil needs and more than 40% of its
liquefied natural gas needs through imports by sea via the Indian Ocean routes. China receives up to 90% of
imports via the Indian Ocean. At the same time, China cannot daerithautisations in the Indian Ocean to
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deliver its goods to the European market. All this objectively determines in many ways, the common interest o
China and India in the safety of transport routes passing through the Indian Ocean.

China's "One belt, one road" initiative plays a strategic role for Beijing. Its goal is to build an infr@structure axis be
Asia and Europe as well as to give a powerful i mp:¢
regard, Bjg is looking for additional access to the Indian Ocean, in particular by building oil and gas pipelines 1
the Myanmar coast of the Bay of Bengal, to Yunnan province, and starting consspegoinrailaayigiom

China to Bangkok. The ptissibi building a Panama type canal from the Bay of Bengal to the South China Sea
through the narrow Isthmus of Kra in Thailand is also under consideration.

Washington took notice of these efforts by Beijing, as well as of its attempts toitgaMazetesssels to

ports in a number of friendly countries in the Indian Ocean region, such as Myanmar, Bangladesh, Maldives, Sri
and Pakistan. Experts of the American consulting firm "Booz Allen Hamilton", (iknadwchEtHenaeitien

onceworked), in a report prepared in January 2005 by the US Department of Defense interpreted these attempts
Chinese strategy for military development of the Indian Ocean Region. The Yankees gave this strategy the name
of pearls”, which was laaddn international media. The fact that neither Chinese officials nor journalists used th
term fistring of pearls" in public, gave foreign c.

Indians traditionally consider the Inthan @ be a determining factor in the country's politics and its history.
Therefore, it is not surprising that China's concept of the "Maritime Silk Road" that runs through the Indian C
caused a mixed reaction in India. For New Delhi-fakiGhireconomic corridor (CPEC), a part of the Chinese

Belt and Road Initiative, is unacceptable as it passes through the disputed territory of Kashmir, which is unds
control of the Pakistani military.

As for Russia, according to its Maritime doetintiamn Ocean regional direction is one of its priorities, and not just
because the sea route connecting European Russia with the Russian Far East passes through the Indian Ocea
situation in South and SWéskt Asia, located along the North&saraainthe Indian Ocean facing the Central

Asian and Transcaucasian underbelly of Russia, directly affects its security. Hence Moscow's desire to ensure its
presence in the Indian Ocean is reasonable in view of the interest of globalgveyatstrendribed States.

Moscow took into account the renaming in 2018 of the US Pacific Commdatratific tBermdand, as well as

the fact that the US concept of the strategy for the developmeiftadfificadgitm in 2019 describedRgssi

an "activated malign actor."

TheU®r omot edPatchid il Qdiado, and the Chinese their "O
and accents to the overall balance of power in the Indian Ocean Region, to the bilateral oagibeavesmrontati

India and China, India and Pakistan, and to the conflict situation around Afghanistan and Iran. In these circumst
almost all interested parties have a kind of demand for political interaction with Russia. The United States and
in he face of growing mutual contradictions, would like Moscow at least not to enter into an alliance with the opg
side. India, fearing the growing influence and military power of China, expects that Russia will not play along
Beijing in case of enflict situation. Pakistan, in turn, is interested in Russia not playing along with India, in i
confrontation with New Delhi. Without Russia, it is impossible to resolve the situation around Afghanistan, to set
issue of Iran's nuclear dossigrtoacounter international terrorism.

The Indian Ocean region, like the world as a whole, needs not a new leader;lilot anckiteotme of
international cooperation that should ensure a balance between the various centers of poiticallitacgnomic,
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power. In these circumstances, it is in Russia's interests to followaligmetigialmy in relation to the region,
without interfering in either th@Hit or intésian proceedings. Perhaps it would be worth thinking about a kind

of qualitatively new-atigned movement, in which, along with Russia, India, the ASEAN states and other region
powers, such as Iran and Pakistan, could participate in.

It is not about joining forces in opposing the American "unipolar wortchh Thieipateerivorld” did not take

place and will not take place. The United States will certainly never be displaced from either the global or the
Ocean arena. But neither the level of economic interdependence between the United Statess afrtieéhe cou
region, nor the large number and influence of Asian diaspora in America, nor the attractiveness of American tech
and investment can force the Indian Ocean countries today to build their future according to the templates m:
Washingh. They intend to manage their region themselves.

Reducing tensions between its two strategic partners in Asia, India and China, is of paramount importance for R
In the West, especially the United States, there is a popular thesis thanéndi® astdt€pic rivals, and a

conflict between them, including an armed one, is inevitable. Russia, on the other hand, is of a different opinion. |
China nor India is going to be content with the status of a regional power. Both of tresmasemthdmselv

world's leading states. Therefore, in fact, they are natural allies in the fight for equality and fair.[@gy in global affa
building a bilateral partnership with both India and China, Moscow is simultaneously workingtetstrengthen the st
of the RIC (Ruséidndiad China), to ensure coordination of foreign policy initiatives in the trilateral format. On man
issues of the international and regional agenda, positions of Russia, India and China coincide or are close; on ¢
thee are nofundamental differences, and in some cases the three countries compete with each other. Howevel
general, both the relations between China and India and the relations between all three members of the RIC corre
to the position of "differeat together."

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), the world'sA&gteshrioternational organization, could play

a growing role in addressing security problems of the Indian Ocean region, especially those related to Afghanist:
Iran. The expansion of the $€a&ugh inclusionlmdia and Pakistan, on the one hand, removed any suspicions
about its possible transformation Russ@n Chinesenilitarypolitical alliance, and on the other, balanced the
growth of China's powecimdgit in a broad international framework. This is beneficial to China itself, as it avoid:s
rallying against its neighbors who are concerned about its power.

A significant contribution to trade and economic relations between Russia and thdiata@seaintihegion

could be the dewaltdpmdmtt eafnatthe nfaNorttrlmensport corr
on the Indian Ocean through the territory of Iran, Transcaucasia and Central Asia on both sides of the Caspia
wih access to Russia. The-grteernmental agreement on theiN&wthth ITC was signed in 2000 by Russia,

Iran, and India. As of today, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Oman and Syria have joined the agreel

COVIEL9 has changed everydayelierywhere in the world and challenged the very global order as a whole.
However, the word "crisis", written in Chinese, consists of two characters. One means "dénger", the othe
"opportunity". Like any global crisis, thel®Qdemic not onlyatwe additional risks and threats to any
country's foreign policy, but also opens up new prospects for interaction, including on security in the Indian C
Region. The task is to identify and implement these opportunities.
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Ambassador Gldbashentsov
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Russia,
Vice President of the Russian International Affairs Council

Ambassador Gleb Aleksandrovitch Ivastseviisérresident, Russian International Affairs Council. He graduated
from Moscow State Institute of International Relations and the Diplomatic Academy, USSR Ministry of Foreign /
He has previously held appointments at the USSR MinistryToadegréngernational Department, Central
Committee, Communist Party of the Soviet Union; USSR/Russia Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Director, Third, S
Asian Department (South and Southwest Asia), Russia Ministry of Foreign Affairs. stingdiptoshatée po
appointments as Consul General of USSR/ Russia in Bombay, India; First Deputy Director, Third Asian Depat
(South and Southwest Asia), MFA; Ambassador of Russia to the Union of Myanmar and Ambassador of Russia
Republic of Korean A . l vasgent sov has been bestowed the St af
2003 and #AKhanhwa Medal for di pl omati c meritso
Russianfi | ndi &codi r(cl.918090 ti hastuss ainnd )b AfiBenhddinal 2 0B @) forti ficat
(2012), AKorean tigero (R2MTHe ,t0i0merSoaft ht Kerleamwmd ( @1
Koreaen A The other Koread (2012 }he Chi&Center foraCorfempeorany &/brld Re s
Studies.
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A U.S. View on Maritime Security in thePagddic

Ms.Nilanthi Samaranayake
Research Program Dire€§A, Arlington, Virginia

The purpose of this paper is to provide an Americarepoant wfaritime security in thé&wiiié. The United

States has taken nearly a decade to change its articulation of U.S. interests in this region, expanding its visior
t he -PiaAcsiifai ¢ & atco ftilce oA lTmMde evol ution can be traced
and by extension the Indian Ocean, in U.S. strategy. Yet, despite this shift, U.S. interests are still firmly entrenc
the Pacific, with the Indian Ocean remaining a secondary area of focus.

From the Asi®acific to the IndBacific

Fordecades, the United States has c¢har aRa cetMiiszce.ddo i t
conception reflected the United Statesdé proximity
Asia. In 2012, théd@na administration began experimenting with a new articulation of its regional interests &
extending beyondtheRseac i fi c. The St ate Depar t mebpatificbcengmian r ef €
corridoro to c¢onnaxThe f@awing year, ahe cdom@andet df &.8.sPacificAGommand
(PACOM) ADM Samuel LockI| ear -AsiaPgaacni friecfoe rtroi ncgh atroa ctt he
of U.S. interests in his area of responsibility (AOR).

The term IndissiaPeific finally acknowledged the fact that the AOR had long included the Indian Ocean. Howeve
this shift in terminology also reflected an ongoing U.S. policy effort to emphasize the elevated importance of Ir
U.S. strategic interests. The U.S. D&featsgic Guidance issued in January 2012 had discussed India and
characterized U.S. hopes for the country to exert leadership in the }idilov@ugdns lead from PACOM,

the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard adopted the conadghaliegion as the {adi@Pacific in

their 2015 strategy document, A Cooperative Strat€cgronrpea powerYet, a lag still existed in U.S. policy.

A strategy document released by Pentagon leadership that same yearRardftitidariftici@ Security Strategy

and referred promi nehadiyf itco. U. S. i nterests in the

Under the Tr ump -Paadccmifniicsdot rpahtriacsne, etnhtee rfieldn dlo. S. pol i c
Security Strategy, released in DecerhBediB@usses the importance of this region to U.S. national interests and
prioritized ke€pe nja amidfoind & eies aalds o preenf.edr enced i n t
2018 summary of the National Defense Sthatbtpy 2013 ACOM was renamed -Ratific Command
(INDOPACOM), further synchronizing the characterization of U.S. policy interests in this region. In November
the U.S. State Department released A Free and @peifimdalvancing A Shared W3ibis.eport described

in detail Washingtondés efforts to work with its
1Please note thisisdnmer i can analystés point of view; the ideas ekRggessed are s
affiliated.

2 httpg/www.eastwestcenter.org/system/tdf/private/apb105_6.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=32835

3https://2002017 .state.gov/secretary/20092013clinton/rm/2012/11/200664.htm

4 https://www.indiaamericatoday.com/axtmermandéockleacallsforindeasiapacifieccooperation/

5 https://archive.defense.gov/news/defense_strategic_guidance.pdf

6 https://news.usni.org/2015/03/13/doctswmmoiperativetrategyor21 stcenturseapowe2015revision

7 https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/NBDAMsRDAe _SecuritY Strei8@¢2015306FINALFORMAT.PDF
8 hitps://www.whitehouse.gesdwiertploads/2017/12/NS8al121820170905.pdf

9 https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/phibsiidBfensStrategdummary.pdf
10https://www.state.gowsaptent/uploads/2019/1 1/ne®©perindePacifigtNov2019.pdf
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https://www.indiaamericatoday.com/article/us-commander-locklear-calls-for-indo-asia-pacific-cooperation/
https://archive.defense.gov/news/defense_strategic_guidance.pdf
https://news.usni.org/2015/03/13/document-u-s-cooperative-strategy-for-21st-century-seapower-2015-revision
https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/NDAA%20A-P_Maritime_SecuritY_Strategy-08142015-1300-FINALFORMAT.PDF
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf
https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-Strategy-Summary.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Free-and-Open-Indo-Pacific-4Nov2019.pdf

Pentagonds -Placnief i 20 1S9t rlandkeagy Report similarl-y reit
Paci fdetbtaialnadd t he Defense Departmentds efforts wi
emphasi zinBathhtciAitbet haedbDepar¥®¥ment of Defensebds |

Change and continuity

The introduction of the termRadific ik).S. policy has included some notable changes and continuities. First, the
reference to continent al fAsi ado has been dropped.
this primarily maritime conception of this region amthiisengpstriking in a national strategy document. Second,

it suggests that the U.S. maritime services will assume an increasing role in U.S. defense policy, whereas U.S. ¢
and air forces have arguably wielded more influence among U.S. saudideferksrplanners historically. The

name change of the istagnding PAC®OM joint military comniarsdalso striking.

Yet , despite this broader focus on the mari-ti me dc
Paci f iptcrémaic mastly ¢he same. To begin with, even though PACOM was renamed INDOPACOM, t
geographic responsibilities for this command have ndédhanged.c o mmandés f ocus alig
Security Strategy, which defines the geographic scopidefahc i f i ¢ as fAstretch[i ng]
to the western shores of the United States. o0 | NDC
Indian Ocean. As many U.S. policy documénitscitaiag the 2019 Departmeefaid® IndBacific Strategy

Repodit he Uni ted St at es degel chaage Raligns rilitacy plarmingi responsibilitiésnthei |
Pacific will remain the priority for the United States, despite the shiawmfiharncldat of U.S. strategic

interests.

Washingt onds nor mastandingeandpwill icamtmiue ttoiemphasiaerthe rightl o6WS. fbrees tg fly
and sail wherever international law allows. Both the State Department andfifiagepdntiscuss the

importance of adhering to international law and norms, including freedom of navigation and overflight, under th
and Open IndRacific strategy. While much attention now focuses on U.S. freedom of navigation operations in |
context ofsing threat perceptions from China, the 2019 Department of Defense report highlights how President Rc
Reagan discussed the importance of this priority
other states designedtorestric he ri ghts and freedoms of th®d inter

This means that the United States will maintastaisdonggfreedom of navigation program, including by contesting
Chinads <cl ai ms t oouthdGhisgpSea. éndactfthe aJhitadr States also challénges @aims by

i mportant strategic partners such as I ndia. An e X
Report reveals many U.S. operational challenges of claims thatdtes findled&be excessivet only by

China in the East and South China Seas but also by many Indian Ocean countries, including India, Banglades
Lanka, Myanmar, Maldives, Oman, Pakistan, and Ir&h in 2019.

L1https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jul/01/20021A28TIFPARTMENFDEFENSENDGPACIFISTRATEGREPORP019.PDF
12https://archive.defense.gov/news/UCP_2011 Map4.pdf
Bhtt://media.defense.qgov/2019/Jul/01/200215231DEPARTMERNFDEFENSENDCGPACIFISTRATEGREPORP019.PDF
14https://policy.defense.gov/Portals/11/Documents/FY19%20DoD%20FON%20Report%20 FINAL 44y 648 0me stamp=1594749943344
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https://policy.defense.gov/Portals/11/Documents/FY19%20DoD%20FON%20Report%20FINAL.pdf?ver=2020-07-14-140514-643&timestamp=1594749943344

Future outlook

The 2017 National Seg8irategy and 2018 summary of the National Defense Strategy announce the threalt
confronting the Unitetiebtmatseés adegiitcheompemergemc®
as posing threats to neighboring countries as welbaedliB the region. Of note, both documents emphasize

the threat to stability in the South China Sea, and the resulting policy approach to China has become understoc
new case of great power competition in Washington circles. Variouseptdidgssiadeonder the Obama
admini stration identified threats from China, but
challenge to the United States and the widersedesternational order. Washington took the atigitional

July 2020 of aligning its policy with the 2016 international arbitral tribunal ruliRgibpgime Cdispute in the

South China S#a.

In response to this threat from China, the National Security Strategy prominently c&8taties théndretesk
quadrilateral cooperation in thePhmific with India, Japan, and Australia. U.S. threat perceptions have long
converged with allies Japan and Australia. I n the
has magnified threat perceptions in New Del hi and
countries are now actively engaging in Quad consultations, most recently at the foreign ministerial level in Oc
2020 and soon at the NBAR exercis&But whereas U.S. and Australiaions are aligned in their more limited
view of the geo®rephic,d9cdppanfost meadill malo ads vi ew:
Ocean. This broader focus i n | ndi a ditsne 3e@utity Strategy,i t i me
makes sense because the country is centrally located in that bddy efavaterh i | e , Japands cc
region as a fAconfluence of the two seaso (Pacifi
Shinzo Abe more than a decade ago during his first adriiisinaigd@nt with their expansive vision of-the Indo
Pacific, Japan and India have discussed developiAgraza&ziawth Corridor extending across the Indian Ocean

to provide atransparen economi cally sustainable®alternative t

Yet, as discussed earlier, even though U.S. interest in the Indian Ocean has been growing for the past decad
Pacific will remain the area of primary interest to Wagkendtoted States has more historical legacies, military
basing and access needs, and economic interests in that segmenPatitice Indoything, the Trump
administration has increased U.S. attention to the Pacific by calling out Gdily soipgomaiional security
documents. Regardless of political leadership beyond 2020, the United States is undeniably on a course of great
competition with China for the coming decade. Washington will continue to demonstrate its thetive interests
security of the IABacific region through the Quad, freedom of navigation military operations, and maritime capaci
buil ding efforts such as the Maritime Security In
IndePacic concept may ultimately prove to be a positive source of continuity for Indian Ocean countries, which
wary of greater militarization and heightened competition iretheir region.

(The views expressed are solely those of the author and nahizfagion @righ which she is affiliated.)

15https://wwwstate .govfstpositiomnmaritimelaimsnthesouthchinasea/
16https://www.brookings.edu/blogfamhehaos/2020/10/05/wj@tneedtoknowabouthequadin-charts/

17 hitps://www.defence.gov.au/StrateqicR@Ridocs/2020_Defence_Strategic Update.pdf
18https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/contentfiadigmeae curitgtrate ;2015
19https://www.mofa.go.jp/regiompasiomv0708/spechtml

20https://aagc.ris.org.in/abagt

21 hitps://menafn.com/1100902669/PréiddalyaeiteratesankapleatomakethelndiarOceara-ZoneofPeace
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https://www.defence.gov.au/StrategicUpdate-2020/docs/2020_Defence_Strategic_Update.pdf
https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/content/indian-maritime-security-strategy-2015
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/pmv0708/speech-2.html
https://aagc.ris.org.in/about-aagc
https://menafn.com/1100902669/President-Gotabaya-reiterates-Lankas-plea-to-make-the-Indian-Ocean-a-Zone-of-Peace
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DISCUSSION
1. Creating @ecurityarchitecture for the Indian Ocean

Attention was drawn to the threat posed by the ongoivaiyamelr competition among great powers in the Indian
OceanThe power competition was unfolding in a negative way, impacting beyond the security and economic sph
Therefore, a new security architecture needs to be developed.

However, such a taskmmot be undertaken overnight. There were fundamental capacity problems in the entire 10l
as well as a lack of political will and capability.

Although it was noted that a dialogue was already existing in forums such as IORA, BIMSTEC and SAARC (alt
curently unddunctional), increasing of issues in the Indian Ocean (lO), called for the necessity of a securi
architecture covering the entire region.

A regional security architecture must take into account the inability of the residenteparearitydptboise
outside the region. There should be more dialogue between bigger and small countries with more emphas
economic cooperation within the region.

The importance of having a fBalesd International Order, following internatianalasosinessed, to work
together, to design the new security architecture.

It was also highlighted that security is a multipronged issue. Therefore, a process to establish security could beg
matters related to practical requirements i.e. engsggrseansportation security and form partnerships in IOR.
Cyber security is another area that can be pursued in a practical sense. The partnerships to be formed in this ir
could develop mutual trust, leading to the higher target of ovardahes¢Omrity

2. Maritime threats in the IOR: Challengesniiatlercountries

It was stated that smaller countries in the region are faced with fundamental economic challenges, capacity chall
and ge@olitical challenges among others. Therefai® nibidyave the luxury of choosing between major powers
for maximum gain. Competition among large countries results in much pressure on small countries.

As regards maritime challenges that small states encounter, the mishaps involving a bitilksscandearin Mau

oil tanker off the coast of Sri Lanka in the recent past demonstrated the difficulties in meeting challenges when
with unexpected situations. Although maritimebealpiaoifyactivities do take place in small countries, the
effectivieess of operationality can be ascertained only when crises occur, when that training is put to test.

As far as natural threats are concerned, there is focus on climate change, and ongoing programs are in plac
building capacity in small countries.

A bck of capacity also exists, particularly in island states. Their fishing industry continues to be challenged by il
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.

3. Indian Ocearegionalnstitutions

The importance of regional institutions was raggglag & key role in the region and the desirability of expanding
opportunities to Aragional states to participate in IOR institutions, was emphasized.
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Currently, a number of multilateral arrangements are visible in the IOR. The questibathes#sxas toe

too many institutions, particularly considering that not all are effective. On the other hand, although the IO instit
are relatively few compared to those in the Pacific, it appears that resident countries in theolfetthesire to work t
to improve security, governance and norms in the region, which is a positive development. Prospects for gr
cooperation in this background needs consideration.

Models such as BIMSTEC and IORA have emerged in the recent past. Thereatet fmavacgsagon, is a
positive sign which was lacking for a while.

Reference was made to QUAD, which includes Australia, India, Japan and the USA, which has interaction at F
Ministerial level. There was suggestion that Quad migltdtbe @\estds IO security architecture, with a new
name and expansion. However, it was noted that there would be reservation on the part of some IOR countries
initiative led by four major powers with leanings to one ideological camp.

4. Impactof Europmcountri esd interest in the | OR

It is important to note that European countries have been in the IOR historically. In fact, the Indian Ocean Comn
(I0C) was created by France. They have continued to play a role in the west 0. More shigi dfeEuropean
nonlndian Ocean countries are now coming into the 10. Due-RadHi Istdgategy, Germany and the UK are
paying increasing attention to the 10.

It was highlighted that having more stakeholders in the region, paying attemtioeviel gmoeoatiwould help

uplift the region and deactivate tensions associated with great power rivalry. The active role of European coul
among others on coupteacy activitiasthe west IO should be noted, as well as the fact that thdsraraf prov
development assistance. There is plenty of space for European countries to play a role in the 10.

The growing interest of European states, France and Germany in particular, towards a region geographically r
far away from them, is a newasitivp development. It also indicates their willingness to rebalance relations with
China.

5. Bases of Extreegionaktates in the IOR

Reference was made to foreign military bases, highlighting the fact that countriesgstiylde bmasesir
feding of insecurity. More countries in the 1O are likely to provide facilities for bases of major powers and the re:
that there will be more bases in the region in time to come.

The issue really is not the appropriateness of having basebemnmatneutn which IO countries should respond
to the development and consequences of having more bases of competing military powers. Would that inci
security? It is necessary to initiate a discourse on how the region will deal withdtfizestioiasiequances.

Sovereign nations in the IOR can decide the best way to make use of their resources and choose the best pla
support, when deciding on establishing bases. Countries provide bases to others, not because they like it, but
security and economic factors, and to manage and mitigate overall threats against them.
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Reference was made to the US base in Diego Garcia and concerns expressed in connection to the security
Indian Ocean, in the context of the Coldivdangeng ended and the current situation being different. Explaining
the US position, it was articulated that Diego Garcia provided an answer to the access need of the US, whicl
bases in Bahrain and Singapore, but there were no bases in Setdfolsi&idgo Garcia was the US point of

access to the.lO
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Weaponising Connectivity: Exploring Connections and Coercion in tRadifo

Dr.Yogesh Joshi
Research Fellow, Institute of South Asian Studies, National Bimgaysite of

Abstract:If connectivity makes economic sense, creates absolute gains for all, engenders welfare benefits :
reduces the likelihood of the use of force, why are we witnessing so much contestation over the nature of conne
projects and the intent of cowmite@ntrepreneurs in the region? Why do we see the diversity and proliferation of
connectivity projects, with both regional arebexied powers contesting over the same physical, financial, and
digital space to connect? And finally, why is thech soncern over the upward and downward linkages of
connectivity chains? In other words, who is getting connected to whom and why does it matter? If connectivity i
a globalising force, as its purveyors argue, then why, rather than craateg aedvradiworks, is the issue of
connectivity being pursued through old alliances and strategic partnership networks? | argue that connectivit
contested space because it can be weaponised. States have andasitingsteiditess as an ingnirof

influence and coercion to achieve their material and status goals. | explain how countries may use connectiv
coercive purposes and outline the implications feP#uifimdo

The world has, indeed, achieved tremendous economic imtihgrdéisncentury. This process of economic
integration or economic globalisation has, however, not reached its true potential. If Trade to GDP ratios are an in
of economic integration, the world has only reached a high of 26.23 et 28t yedine of globalisation. The

record of the South Asian region is even worse: only Bangladesh has Trade to GDP ratio of 18 per cent. Tt
economists give many reasons for this gap between the promise and reality of global economic integration, |
country bias remains a predominant explanation: on average, constituents consume more of the goods, inforn
and finances produced within the state than from outside. However, even when governments have actively intel
to eliminate tariff barrgerd therefore reduce the home country bias accruing out of price fluctuations and arbitrag
distances physical, social, financial, and informationali lzanmigmsie to hinder the process of global economic
integration.

As James Frankel hasarguedj st ance remains the most i mportant b
econometric analysis have shown the inverse relationship between trade and geographical distances. Gr
economic integration, therefore, requires better golmaetaged connectivity would not only shrink the physical
space, but it will also facilitate a reduction in social, financial, and digital divide among regional and global geogr:
Therefore, if free trade were the driving force behind ecatisatiorgioibhe 1990s and early 2000s, connectivity

has now become the new swan song of global entrepreneurs. And if connectivity would expand the project of ecc
integration, it would by default also expand the political implications of mgreateegratinn. As liberal
economists and political scientists would claim, trade promotes peace and prosperity and so should connectivity

Connectingtates withpeace (or not)?

We see similar arguments about connectivity today. The Ameridaa$remimmdhapen HRExific is central

to the economic integration of the region. Presid
I ndi an Ocean through his Belt and Rsoaedy adroilytittedat i v e
Security and Growth for all (SAGAR). Implicit in these declarations are beliefs that connectivity and trade can pr
amity between nations. First, insofar there exists a serious demand for infrastructure, finamzaligitg digital co

in the region, greater connectivity will support the economic rejuvenation of national and regional economies. Ir

46



words, there appears to be a perfect balance between demand and supply of conne&tadgtiicinatheé Indo
states entémto these agreemenmiifully

Recipient countries should also not worry if some states monopolise the supply of connectivity in the region. Ii
monopolies provide for economies of scales, demands for connectivity will be met effidergina8ensnd, tra

or in this case, highly connected states will not fight each other because they will lose the welfare gains accruil
of inteconnectedness. Connectivity promotes monetary and social welfare; as rational actors, countries value
improgments. Second, what is essential to observe is that it is not the existence of connectivity or trade that d
aggression or conflict but the threat of losing economic and social benefits accruingconhet®ditesger

In other words, states locked in a state of connectivity interdependence. And since governments care more f
absolute gains over relative gains, the size and the asymmetry of such interdependence will not hamper the pro
of peace. States in a relationship of cagnetgidependence will also be less prone to the use of force in settling
disputes. Better connectivity will foster greater diplomatic, commercial, and private linkages among states,
providing multiple channels of communications for resolgidiatiod ofeconflict. Regional connectivity equals
Afisharedlprosperityo.

However, if connectivity makes economic sense, creates absolute gains for all, engenders welfare benefits and re
the likelihood of the use of force, why are we withegsimg@tastation over the nature of connectivity projects

and the intent of connectivity entrepreneurs in the region? Why do we see the diversity and proliferation of conne
projects across the region, with both regional -aegi@xalgpowers testing over the same physical, financial,

and digital space to connect? And finally, why is there so much concern over the upward and downward links of
connectivity chains? In other words, who is getting connected to whom and why doesettivitifas?skiich

a globalising force, as its purveyors argue, then why, rather than creating new alliances and networks, is the is
connectivity being pursued through old alliances and strategic partnership networks?

| argue that connectivitg isontested space because it can be weaponised. States have and-will use inter
connectedness as an instrument of influence and coercion to achieve their material and status goals. Following :
strategies which states use in weaponising connectivity.

Connectivity anéhstruments ofoercion

Connectiorisphysical, social, digital, fingnaral a source of power and influence. Our networked sicial space
Twitter, Facebook, Linkediperhaps the best example of the power of connectionsy@onine&ikéngth of

oneds c o-aAvisethdrsiisamesouree pviding both gains and influence. Connectivity engenders power f
the following reasons.

First, connectivity entrepreneurs or the states who have the resources to conremnilatbdystbademand

and supply of physical, social, financial and information resources in other countries. Influence or coercion \
engender out of the relationship of absolute dependence between the provider and the consumer, just as direct |
sanctions work in the case of trade. Moreover, unlike trade dependence, connectivity dependence is more challe
to unshackle, especially if the critical infrastructure of a state is at staide@delpemdencies are rare and

will mostly occur@mg countries which have robust security dependencies already in place. Pakistan, China, and 1

thttps://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/SPECA/documents/gc/session9/1ConnectivityESCAPThemeStudyExecSummary_eng.pdf
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ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is an excellent example of such connectivity dependencies. Though (
and Pakistan maintain an alliance relatibisstip as if Pakistani leaders have internalised all the costs associated
with the Chinese monopoly of connectivity in the Pakistani state. The opportunity costs for Pakistan may not e
foreign and security policy (although they do); lididibésdeedomestic politics. CPEC has only exacerbated the
hold of the Pakistani army in its domestic politics. At the same time, it has also unleashed bitter divides between |
parties. Another example of such control and coercion wereithe&hieesein the Maldives during President
Abdull ah Yameends administration. Domestic plural
onesided dependencies. However, rampant use of such dependencies may also residt the ddevdiagk

state. The Maldives again is a good example though it took the thre@hwofsaooimdantation for domestic

politics to take its ordinary course of democratic transitions. Target states, having suffered such coercive tactics,
|l i ke to diversify their connectivity providers. N
constant use of trade blockades as instruments of coercion.

Second, connectivity interdependence is hardly symmetric. Newestatesaoyrimected to one another in equal
measures; nor are the investments in connectivity networks. Asymmetry of connectivity interdependence, ther
provides certain leverage. If one state in the dyad depends heavily on the otherrgecthmdcstitygiure

(physical and digital), its finances and experésgains susceptible to coercion and influence. Instruments and
elements of connectivipprts, data centres, supply chains, financiahlesrtsanslate into pointslofity. If

the provider also controls and manages such critical infrastructure (or has access through backdoors, especially
case of cybarfrastructure), connectivity may translate into vulnerability. We have seen this happening extensive
theregion. Delan traps are a function of the asymmetry of connectivity interdependence. Simailarly, supply
disruptions, especially of strategically important goods, can be used to coerce the dependent states into subm
(rare earths in 2012 agialapan; raw pharma products during recent pandemics). Often, connectivity projects ha
been ramrodded without extensive deliberation on viability and usage. The Hambantota port project is a good ex
of problems arising from excessive suppthaatdemands for connectivity. However, thasemsenario of

such supplyriven connectivity projects is their possible use for military purposes in peacetime (surveillan
reconnaissance and sustenance of military presence) and activduriititanyamsents of crises.

The point here is not to claim that this is so in reality, but insofar as it is plausible; it will affedtiieaizerceptions of
and rivalries in the region. Therefore, we are witnessing a security dilemma oivetheoimdiativibcean.
Chinads intentions may be entirely peaceful. Howe\
region during peacetime and impose military costs during periods of crises. Therefore, New ®fhl will continue
alarmed. Interdependent relationships, howsoever asymmetric, do provide some leverage to both sides. Recipie
connectivity aid can also use market access to their advantage. Also, unlike trade, investments in connectivity p
involve a lof sunk costs. Connectivity providers can leverage their advantages and force smaller states to follow
dictated diplomatic and security policies. However, this may engender domestic opposition, leading to com
dismantling of the relationsloigedifter. The transition in the Maldives between President Yameen and President
Solih is a good example. The leverage of recipient states will also dramatically improve if there are multiple pro
available and especially if they are competinganitthene

Lastly, beyond direct costs of connectivity and the asymmetry of connectivity interdependence, what matters i
holds the keys to such connectivity networks. As Farrell and Newman have argued, states that are at the hub o
network struses have unprecedented access to information and hence, the ability to monitor others. However, t
can also choke the movement of goods, finances, and information is they so desire. This has been one of the sig
reasons why Beijing has beerasoaad in developing alternative financial and data networks which do not intersect
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with Western systems. However, the BRI will provide unprecedented network advantages tdBeifiag in the Indo
and the Indian Ocean. First, under BRI, Beijirgneilii@=most critical hub of all connectivity netwysikal,
financial, and digitat the region.

Moreover, it would be able to create new observation posts and barriers for both partners and rivals. The str
pearlsisnotonly astrategyssacc a pe t he Mal acca dil emma but to devel
capital investments would make Chinese financial institutions the preferred network for financial transaction, prc
decisiommakers in Beijing truckloads of finafurialation on allies and partners as well as rivals. The point here is
not to single out China but to argue that if states do have such leverage, they will find their use highly appealir
weaponised SWIFT against Iran because it could. Thercouesdfatis network providers again relates to

the netwosffects of connectivity. The concern regarding data storage and backdoors to digital infrastructure becc
critical to national security only because the physical jurisdiction of sexhnidEvadability of backdoors can

provide significant surveillance benefits to the adversaries. Simply put, states less connected to such networks a
vulnerable to reconnaissance and interventiorvanskvice

Implications

This paper does nudke a case against connectivity; it only intends to highlight a side of the connectivity deba
which is often either ignored for convenience or covered up for the sake of ideological commitments to the pr
Connectivity, just like any strategactiimer engenders both opportunities and vulnerabilities. This paper aims to
focus on the latter. Exposing the dark underbelly of connectivity also has a normative agenda; it will allow sta
make more informed decisions. Two implications arg.signific

First, there is no direct correlation between connectivity and peace, nor does connectivity come without c
Diplomatic niceties notwithstanding, the battle over connectivity is fundamentally a battle over influence not be
of status concerng because it provides states with instruments of coercion. For example, the principal aim of Qu
countries in challenging the workings of the BRI is not out of benevolent concerns for the purported victims of i
of transparendyut because it &l Beijing an ability to coerce. The Quad states just cannot allow China to have a
monopoly in such instruments of coercion.

Second, given that the regional balance of power will ultimately depend on how the ftatéficisliegindo
towards one thre other coalition, the battle over connectivity will only intensify. The smaller states will find it extrer
difficult to navigate such highly polarised waters. The space for smaller states is inversely proportional to the int
of the adversanialationship between strategic rivals. Multipleffacto@ovitl9 to Sintndian military crisis to

US domestic polilidsave exacerbated these strategic rivalries. Connectivity networks will be split along the lines
strategic alliances in tusPacific.
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fAs we begin the task of reconstruction in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic, financing for development bec
all the more critical. The osfeirsg principle of Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals is that we
leave no country behind, and that those furthest behind receive oliflfesidpattCyril Ramaphosa

Thecontext ofconnectivity in thegeof COVIEL9

This paper is presented in the context of the | o0o0
agenda that has been a priority for the nations of the South for decades. The reality is that developing nations cc
to kear the economic brunt of underdevelopment. This gap has been brutally exposed during the COVID pandel
recent months.

To reverse the effects of this crisis we need to realise a few practical objectives, which are fundamental and ir
among othersnsuring that medicine and healthcare reach rural communities, to ensure education is minime
disrupted, to protect populations from future pandemics such as COVID, to facilitate tourism, to maintain trad
investment flows and secure all viiasasfehe international system.

We should avoid treating infrastructure development as merely an issue of economic growth. It is a developn
issue andn many respects must be treated as a public good. We have learnt in this era of GDWD, that in ord
rebuild humanity we must ensure the realisation of SDG 9 which demands inclusive and sustainable industriali.
together with innovation and infrastructure. SDG 9 is crucial to allow for a dynamic and competitive econ
environment to genemtgloyment and livelihoods. Connectivilkplaysle in introducing and promoting new
technologies, facilitating international trade and enabling the efficient use of resources.

SDG 17 provides for the cultivation of international partnershipsdbateaa peaceful, prosperous and reformed
world order. The goal is to enhance development thrstaddemoidiér partnerships that are critical to efficiently
share knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources. Partnershijasyapdlar necagoport the

achi evement of the SDGO6s, especially for nations
economically, they become engines of growth and development which in turn drives development.

The late 20and2Xtcenturies have been characterised by the steady rise of Asia, which has impacted on the wol
in numerous ways. Transnhational relationships and new flows of finance, trade, technology, information, enerc
labour have created multiple geopilitications which are reshaping the world as we know it. Interestingly, all of
these developments are taking us toaqmial era. The decolonising of history, trade and even geopolitical maps

1Ramaphosa, CB3D Agenda for Sustainable Development in the Era of Covid 19 Ramaphosa, CR Statement, 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development in the Era of Covid 19 Virtual High Level meeting, 29 September 2020.

2Based on discussions with Amb (Prof) AniCEuBkésh and the Middle East, DIRCO South Africa, responsible for Asia and the East as
wll as Sherpa for BRICS, IORA, IBSA and former G20 Sherpa
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that reflect the historic, age old and natural traldat n@utges from the Silk Road to the Spice Route, the Trans
Saharan Route in Africa and increasingly the strategic placement of the Indian Ocean as an enabler of trade
commerce for centuries are again coming té the fore.

There are usually two glises that have traditionally fed our perceptions of interstate relations. We can either loo
at interstate relations as either economic or political. The idea of a complex and multidisciplinary world order, to ¢
our current context is probablyeaaocurate tool. When we examine events in thigevesythegic is easily

displaced by an intedesten mutually beneficial logic that plays out as states strive to maintain equilibrium betwee
political, security and economic realitiegjiaeartyne.

I't is estimated that Chinaébés Belt and Road I nitiat
raises world GDP by 4.2% of likely GDP in 2040 (or 8.3% of GDP in 2019). The benefits of the BRI are widesj
As manwgs 56 different countries are forecast to have their annual GDP in 2040 boosted by more than $10 billio
a result of the project. -African trade toppingAJED 20@ kélidrsperlyean g e
Over 10,000 Chinesmed firms are currently operating throughout the African continent, and the value of Chines
business since 2005 amounts to more than USD 2 trillion, with USD 300 billion in investment currently on the
Africa has also eclipsed Asia as the largektemta f or Chi nads overseas const
announced a USD 1 billion Belt and Road Africa Infrastructure Development Fund.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and South African President Cyril RachapkdstecBeijing Summit of the

Forum on ChiAdrica Cooperation (FOCAC) in September 2020. The summit drew representation from a lar
number of Heads of State and Heads of Delegation of other African states. The Summit announced a USD 60
African aid package, further strengthgn Af ri cabés very crucial economic

Similarly, Il ndi ads devel opment partnership in Af
Historically, India had developed close partnership witoultbecparts through its bilateral, regional and
multilateral initiatives. Japan, on the other hand, has been engaged in various development projects in Africa &
of its official development assistance including the Tokyo International CloicBarddeestopfent (TICAD).

Both India and Japands devel opment cooperation wi
Africabs economic growth. Some of those key ar eas
framework of AAGC are education, human resource development and skills enhancement, agriculture, infrastru
information technology and healt h. This reflects

towards establishing strongection with the African countries.

Both India and Japan have also been forging strong development cooperation connections with African countri
is evident, there is a convergence in the development cooperation approach of both the,cnohttes in Afric

offer possibility of triangular cooperation. Japan is not a stranger to India. It has been a valuable development
for several years, and has been involved in the development of industrial corridors in India and has invest
automold| telecommunications, pharmaceutical, electrical equipment development in the country.

3 Frankopan, Peter. The Silk Roads: a new history of the world 2016 (6th ed), Bloomsbury; Roberebg&api@eogrepRev
What the Map Tells Us About Coming Conflicts and the Battle Against Fate, 2014 Random House.
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There has been a flurry of activity between India and Africa sinceithfidiasFtmdm Summit (IAFS) was
hosted in New Delhi, fré@wqbril 2008. Shortly¢héer the second Summit was convened in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
from 2425 May 2011, and most recer2ly 2&tober 2015.

In July 2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the Ugandan Parliament during his visit. He outlined a
for both bilatd¢ra and mul ti |l at er al partnedAshi pa thhisaage med 1 0
as a welcome development for Africa, as India had not articulated a clear vision or strategy for Africa until the
2015 and the announcement Giutldéing Principles for tAdlica engagement in 2018.

What is clear is that in order for these objectives to e oeglis€thina, Japan and India or any other international
partnership reliant, and durable infrastructure is crucial.

SDG 9 in aorldorder dominated Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity and Ambiguity (VUCA)

I must first point out that the world hgs aiwlared uncertainty and complexity. The initial spread of the COVID
virus was rapid, resulting in a threat of collapse for the current global architecture. With states closing bor
restricting travel and confining citizens to their homesyratgehstithrd lockdown. By October 2020 the world
counted over 40 million Cases, and 1.16 million deaths, the virus has dictated the way in which we live and the m
we use to organise our communities, families, education, work and our ynasitiveesic Tadl logistics and

tourism sectors are critical job creators among developing nations, and this sector has been hard hit as it is depe
on strong networks and connections.

Future planning will require a more detailed look at riskifwegadidmo take an objective and scientific approach

to analysing the current state of Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity and Ambiguity (VUCA) we would understan
there has never been a decade that the world has not known this. Howewvés, tivdédwedrof intensity and

the response of the international community to a crisis. The acronym VUCA emerged out of the leadership theo
Warren Bennis and Burt Nanus in their 1985 article Work Leaders: Strategies fér TirakiogSGhayr y&ar

College introduced the concept of VUCA to describe the more volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous worlc
perceived as resulting from the end of the Cold War.

In a recent Deloitte article on Connectivity Resilience in a VIEDAanmddCommunication Infrastructure

amidst COVID®, the VUCA notion emerges as a means to describe the current environment in which the worlc
trying to recommit to rebuild its severely injured economies. This acronym, captures the stark reality of tl
challenging, complex but also exciting environment, riddled with change and transformation globally. What we ¢
certain of, is that the unpredictable nature ofthk @OMiDa ndemi ¢, and a return to
likely until a vaoeiis developed and universal access ensured.

Connectivity and the infrastructure development are central to the global development agenda. Improving ¢
connectivity fsndamental amaodelling this connectivity as a public good is vital. In0@Etdbesidlent
Ramaphosa announced the South African Economic Recovery Plan where he stated that infrastructure will k
Al inchpin of South Africads economic reconstructi

4OQut ward Direct I nvestment from I ndia: Tr endsdmport@®hankefindid, ves and
2014. In ORF Onlimps://www.orfonline.org/researchimaisimerafricascaletrendsandpolicrecommendations/# _ednyefl?
https://www.orfonline.org/researtdritingdingprincipleforindiaafricaengagemefiindinecoherencirindiasafricapolicy/

5Warren Bennis and Burt Nanus in their 1985 work Leaders: Strategid¢mfge Tal@uyi@s Business Essentials
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devastation wrduidpy the Covld9 pandemi ¢c. 06 President Ramaphosa ann
aimed at unlocking more than R1 trillion in infrastructure investment over the next four years and will be one leg
broader package that the state hopas#ijrowth to about 3% on average over the coming decade.

This logic is supported by the report of the G20 Global Infrastruéjuiorddatbog infrastructure investment

needs and gaps. The report suggests that countries worldwide age oh ltheneking the biggest round of
infrastructure investment since th20@@&sfinancial crisis, and the stimulus measures adopted in the successive
years. The world is facing a $15 trillion gap between the infrastructure investment analt fisaeqgaired,
provisions made available by 2040. According to the same report, when 1% of GDP is invested in infrastru
economic output increases by about 0.4% in the same year and by 1.5% four years later.

Geographical location and distarfoedj®wevethe nature and extent of infrastructure, connectivity and logistics
are variables that can be controlled and managed. Firstly, resilience but also durability and reliability of internat
connected networks for trade and movemendeiofagisauption and with the persistent COVID pandemic. This
threat lurks in an environment in which an event in one part of the world can potentially impact on the global s
chain. The building of resilient and durable connected networksais issueatf economic survival for such
countries; Secondly, an efficient global supply chain and the associated global value chains (GVCs) are a prere
for economic activity in th€C2htury. The reliability and links that connect matkéte aresuire that disruption

to the efficient movement of goods and sé&fovi ces i
example, demonstrates that poor connectivity results in higher cost and inefficiencies meeting demand and the
constraining market potential and growth. Durable and resilient infrastructure is also crucial to inclusive participa
GVCs. Thily, economic growth, the persistent global financial crisis, and the chaos created b9 the COVID
pandemic has forced many states to increase public expenditure on infrastructure development, to improve conn
as a means to ensure future dewelbpnd prosperity. States have increasingly started to borrow and channel that
deficit to invest in infrastructure that would ensure the efficient movement of goods and services.

Africa,connectivity and thpandemiagenda 2063 and SDG 9

The Africanwnn 6 s Agenda 2063, 6t he Africa we wanto i s ou

seven aspirations were |l aunched at the African Un|
2013. In terms of the planaAfl&mders made a pledge to accelerate growth, development and prosperity on the
continent going forward to 2063.

Africabés population of nearly 1.3 billion and gro
states is indicatfe o Af ri cads current position &aharéneifricagn poi s ¢
particular, is expected to reach a GDP of $29 trillion by 2050, however, further development of our economies
areas of industrialisation; infrastrdeutg®pment; (which includes ICT); development of Special Economic Zones

(SEZs) and industrial parks; developing the energy sector; the ocean economy; development finance; and h
resource and skills development is hampered by a lack of Indiysisakeljgsanassive infrastructure backlogs.

6 https://outlook.gihub ;drtips://www.weforiwrg/agenda/2020/04/coronaviviell 3sustainablimfrastructuiavestmenidrecovery
7 https://www.weforum.org/adq2oRidl04/coronavingvidl 3sustainabliefrastructuiavestmengidrecovery
8 https://www.worldbank.org/en/newsAiessse/2019/06/1 il orcanbesaveebyinvestingnrmoreresilieninfrastructumgewworld

bankreporfinds
9 https://au.int/en/agenda2063/aspirations
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The potential to be unleashed through the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) agreement will crea
largest free trade area in the world. The AfCFTA connects 1.3 billion people asrasth B5oconbinied GDP

valued at US$ 3.4 trillion. It is expected to lift 30 million people out of extreme poverty. However, realising i
potential will depend on a number of significant policy measure to ensure trade facilitation.d~abdityost will be th
to boost intr@gional trade supported by a resilient and reliable infrastructure network to endfire connectivity.

Africads developmental vulnerabiliti es19pandemicbeen ¢
The Internatial Monetary Fund (IMF) is proj@cB#igGDP growth in-Sabharan Africa, while the World Bank
also projects GDP growth rates beBvEdnaned.1%.

According to the African Development Bank (AfDB), Africa is currently facing an ofrafstojotarenuiely

US$ 130 billion a year. The current financing gap rests at betw#68 bifi®rG8vhich traverse energy,
transportation, water and sanitation infrastructure needs. A recent study shows that roa®aessities in Sub
Africa(S8) are approximately a third of that of South
more expensive transport costs and that travel times are longer with more risk than the average for such cort
Energy generational capacifrica is approximately half of that in Southeast Asia, and 50% of the population of 2
countries in SSA lack access tbaged energy.

However, the nature of any kind of crisis is such that where there is destruction there is creatiticulBor Africa in
investment in technologically advanced, resilient and sustainable infrastructure will have a significantly positive
on development and growth thereby allowing for improved economic activity in the future. On a global scale
repored that low and middeome countries alone could see a net benefit of US$ 4.2 trillion from investing in
infrastructure that prioritizes fottwsed resiliency. That's a US$ 4 return for every $1 spent. These challenges
reinforce barriers for makey and regional integration while simultaneously increadenehatibreahbility

to macroeconomic shocks.

Integrating new technologies during the design, construction and operational phase of an infrastructure asse
significantly lower thstavhile improving functionality. Artificial intelligence (Al), analytics, fintech, cloud computin
5G, new materials, renewable energy technology and 3D printing are just a few of the innovations changing the
infrastructure landscape. Whenthegd;an decrease project cost, compress construction time, reduce community
disruption, minimize environmental harm and increase safety. Future planning on infrastructure should
incorporating such tech advances to prevent falling back.

The pandemi@s disrupted the way in which we communicate and connect ourselves physically and virtually to
world. According to Deloitte, the communications technology industry has been confronted with unprecedented
demand, and this has concentrated damthedeed for fast, efficient communications!and data.

On 29 April 2020, in what was still the early stages of the COVID 19 pandemigidd&istamBiogeresting
observations in a World Bank Blog, presenting the case for digital connectivity. Makhtar suggests that connectiv
public good and should be treated as such. The suggestion is based on some startling factshitargtty, 1.5 billion
need online schooling due to the coronavirus panderdie)@aMblicy measures were formulated by the World
Health Organisation (WHO) and adopted by states to prerssagbesenarios associated with the pandemic.

10https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/trad ditpubliedricarcontinentdieetradearea

12https://blogs.worldbank.org/voicesl8ogidforceseedconnectivity
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Secondly, as sddigstancing is increasingly becoming a norm, digital connectivity became the only real tool to kee
us informed and employed. For those without, or with limited internet access, the economic and social impact
pandemic will continue to be delmen

Thirdly and critically, Makhtar cites the Broadband Commijsstuohrgstirnates that around US$ 100 billion

will be needed to achieve universal access to broadband connectivity in Africa. The World Bank Group has lau
the Digital EconomyA#rica Initiative, in support of Agenda 2063, digitally connecting every individual, business, a
government in Africa by 2030. But the pandemic has demonstrated that we cannot afford to wait.

The battle against COlMas exposed the inherent vhilitgraf countries that do not have the infrastructure for
widespread digital connectivity. {8eBaban Africa, it is estimated that 60 percent of the population remains out of
reach of 4G networks, in many parts of the world, mainly in Adfricatid\gienarica limited access remains the

norm and perpetuated by both financial and regulatory challenges. Reducing and relaxing of internet costs,
technology such as balloons, drones or other mechanisms to create hotspots and open opumutdh need spe
ensure faster and more efficient, reliable and affordable, communication are examples of policy interventions the
helped to alleviate some of the burden.

As the crisis continues, and as pandemics of this kind become more commas, wohte deftritehind. For
a start, being able to deploy digital health care solutions for detetdimnguC&aviblives, and this will also be
important to protect countries against future pandemics.

Conclusion

The COVID Pandemic presents us witju@ giobal challenge, the very foundations of a humane, interdependent
world ordeseemto be threatened by an increasing trend toward unilateralism and the undermining of multilate
structures. The United Nations, the World Trade Organisatidrti{gvgliGdalriinancial and political architecture

may well be experiencing the opportune moment in history where we can drive a new version of humanity in a re
global architectu@annectivitg directly linked to SDG 9 and this must be tatedpasll states.

Every leader has been clear, the world is due for a reset, we can no longer continue on the tradition of grow
economic models, the time for a rethink is upon us and we should choose the path that serves the interests of hu
and not just growth.

During the 4 May 2020 Virtualf8AM, Modi <cal l ed for a fAnew templ ate f
that are more representative of the world today. ¢
democr acy, di scipline and decisiveness can come t
hi ghlighted the need to Apromote human wel fare an

These reflections are not dissimilar to the collectivet cmvsi$tat we cannot continue as we have, and we must
earnestly begin to seek nhew methods of economic and social development. In the pursuit of solutions in our e
environment, we must be willing to accept that change is the only real reeart éotense connectivity in

the 2% Century. Education, health, tourism, commerce, development and many other important sectors cannot b

134 May 2020 Virtual NAM Summit
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victims of weak connectivity as the human cost will be devastating. The COVID Pandemic has indeed given
disaster, the question is how do we respond to that disaster?
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Conrecting World Trade

Mr.Rohan Masakorala
CEO, Shippersdéd Academy Col ombo

A ninety trilligiollar global economy, project to be doubled in a few decades with a population of nine billion pec
by the year 2050 will indeed need enhanced sustainable connectivity to optimise resources. Modern day conne
can be defined by tkey factors, which are, remote connectivity (people to people/services) and physical connectiy
(merchandise/ raw material/ commodities). Remote connectivity is based on telecommunications, linked thi
satellites and undersea cables whilst pimksigak will be through the four main modes of transport which are rail,
road, waterways, and air. Bagiciple®f economics such as competitive and comparative advantages in
international trade in production will continue to be the way forward, enhanced by new by technology. The post
19 environment will have an impact on global value chains and supgyodnatien which will have some

gradual shifts to enhance supply chain security to diversify sourcing. It is expected that some correction on trade
will take place and concepts such as nearsktrimingrand offshoring may change thedarafdcading due

to political and economic reasons, but the overall distribution of logistics services will continue to grow in the
where populations are dense and economic growth will continue to flourish. Therefore, Asian and African cont
ard the Indiaicean which is in such a geography linked to the Pacific andObeaAdantiit play a significant

role in global trade movements in the coming decades. This paper will focus on the global maritime trends spec
to the growing ¢aimer industry and port development in the Indian ocean for crucial connectivity for merchandi
trade.

The twentieth century saw the world witness a madsorderdsse flow and growth as more and more nations
joined the free market and the ¢arfcemlobal village, that produced, proaegds#dppecommodities and
merchandise under bilateral and multilateral trading arrangements under GATT/ WTO agreements, where prod
centres and markets connect for the need of raw materialpfinishedsgdinished merchandise. All these

are linked today through modern supply chain solutions as we entered the twenty first century with the birth «
fourth industrial revolution making the consumer a global customer, creating chamgesftvatmgatcross

borders. We are now in the era of accele@taderce, and Covid 19 has pushed the international community to
revolutionize the way trading is done and has fast forwarded the technologicalaeifoldifiodayyretail

budnesses are being challenged by new concepts such as business to customer (B2C) models. However, one
has not changed, laligtance highways and railways as well as international ports and airports are needed to mo
products and people aroundanreected world.

Ocean shipping will dominate international transport industry

The transportation industry is dominated by four major modes of transport which are, ocean (waterways), air, ro:
rail (land). However, the cheapest mode of transpairi@tomidds connectivity across continents is none other
than the ocean shipping industry. As a result, nearly ninety percent (90%) of global trade, connects through a me
shipping fleet which now consists of over 55,000 ocean vessels. Thebalkhipsgoatbreak bulk cargo, liquid

cargo, gas and of course containerised cargo as commadities and finigheshaddcaego. The merchant

shipping fleet is therefore structured into different types of vessels to service the dextaiibofglbbal tr
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Figure 1:  Types of shifyss://safety4sea.c@redit: Shutterstock/ google

The shipping industry itself is a veryinggitl/e enterprise. It is not an easy task for all countries to own and
operate major shipping fleets with scalable output and profit. As a result, there are about 10 major shipping lines
that operatthrough alliances, controlling eighty percent (80%) of the global merchandise trade transportation
containerised cargo. There are also feeder services operating smaller vessels to facilitate global transportatior
to connect to major shipping rioaitkss which creates the global network of maritime transportation.
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Origins of major shipping trade routes and ports

Major World Sea Trade Route
2017 Container Traffic * ’
)
a0

T

Figure 2AMAGE DATRtajor World Trade Row647 Container Trafftgds://www.worldtradia.com/gles@hderoutes/
North Atlantic Rout22,322,000/South Atlan#®54,000/North Paéifs®,550,000

Mediterranedrb,504,000/Cape of Good Hdp@44,000/North Indian Ot&840,000

DataSource: World Shipgagincil

When tracking global shipping traffic, major trunk lanes can be identified as well as sub routes throughout the o
of the world along with a port network. It is the market size that first determines the gloladibcetrgme traffic
Bigger economies such as, USA, Europe, China and Japan, for obvious economic reasons carry through large vc
of maritime cargo through a number of mega ports to connect a large number of populations to facilitate global
chains. Toglaglobal supply chains are highly advanced and competitive in carrying production from manufacturel
consumers across the world. The purchasing power of consumers have increased, and as a result trade volun
has increased with emerging new nitgkees?2).

How Global shipping network works & Levels of transshipment Incidence

Iramshgment ndemce
Gateway or b | = V
(‘connector’) \ /
v N
1 Foreland Connectivity
Giobal air and. \
i g Y |
Ll \C'j Satwwoy / Fondar

Location «
Availability

of Cargo

Availability of
infrastructure

Figure 3: The nature of container shipping business & ports selection: R &D Shippers Academy Colombo
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The containerised shipping industry has developed its own modedtgmptiheisgon through selective models

across the global cargo catchment areas. Over decades, the container shipping industry has evolved from mege
to mega ports and has adapted the hub and spoke models and the relay models to timkegjwivrel pdvtswi

The above (figure 3) illustration shows the categorization of ports according to shipping services provided by
shipping companies. The ports of call are designed to optimise scale and capacity.

Depending on four critaszibrs, shipping lines would do route planning, fleet allocation and port selection. The facto
are as follows:

1. Availability of commercial cargo in volumes
Cargo volumes/ tonnage is a vital element a shipping company would consider when afeploying a flee
vessels to a region of the world. Among many factors, this is one of the key decisions that would decide
calls.

2. Availability of infrastructure
The availability of suitable infrastructure and capacity of each port and its location Wweufddieranothe
to allocate vessels to call on international ports.

3. Efficiency and technology to handle modern ships
This includes factors such as turnaround time, congestion and diversion time from major maritime corrid

4. Avail abi | it yfactorf whishhig bpirikes at neasionableqpiics: tOn average when operating a
vessel, 40% of its running cost would be energy based and ports that could provide ships bunker
competitive prices would also attract more services, thereby creatingvityresgauigctptions for
such ports and trade.

The combination of above factors, will decide on what kind of a fleet is allocated to a country, depending ¢
geography and proximity to major shipping lanes. The current logical shippingadeispontiodian Ocean

Region for containerized cargo is based on coastal shipping services linking to regional gateway ports and conr
feeder services to international shipping hubs. Therefore, investments on ports of the Indianldbean littoral sho
very strategically planned to support connectivity enhancement of shipping companies related to the four fe
mentioned above.

Spatial planners of ports should not invest believing they could attract mega ships into every port and |
infrasticture that would not reap the desired result, becoming white elephants in the long run. Instead what shou
focused on is, developing suitable infrastructure that is required by vessel operators depending on fleet allocatic
example, the coastattgonnectivity network will have container ships ranging from 250 TEUs to 2000 TEUS, where
a regional port needs to develop capacity for ships carrying between 2000 TEUs to 6000 TEUs to accommt
modern feeder ships. Such port authorities wailupagel¢ technology, increase turnaround times and remove
congestion to be competitive in order to attract better connectivity and services. On the other hand, ports that
6000 to 13000 TEU direct callers will continue to need to investstructave iafrd expand port basins to
facilitate trade as well as ship owners to consider connectivity. Transshipment ports will have to provide 10000 -
25000 TEU vessel handling capacity to mesohgcald e wi t |
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The increasing importance of the Indian Ocean for global supply chains

Due to two key factors, global trade flows have been increasingly moving towards Asia and Africa. The first
economic growth led by Japan, China, ASEAN aneasowlinexpanding towards India and Africa. Secondly,
the I ndian Ocean Rim nations connecting Africa, M
largest population and coastal communities with increased GDP growth créatimyedgraadse, raw

materials and energy (figure 4).

Connectivity Pattern of the World’s Major Maritime
routes and choke points
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Figure 4: Iki.lk & world maritime choke points
IndanOc ean and Sri Lankads role in connectivity enha

The Indian Ocean has well over one hundred major and minor ports falling into different categories of ports. Ho
from the choke points of Malacca and Hormuz and the Suez Canal, there are onlghspnmanjdotiatitns

that services the Indi@aean. Namely Singapore, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, UAE, Oman and South Africa. Interestingl
the major Eadfest maritime trunk network that connects the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and the Mediterrane
regions moves through the Indian Ocean carryififfynparigent of global tr&tede oil to refined petro
chemicals, commodities and finished merchandise to consumer markets pass through this important strategic
to reach millions of consumers carrying billions of tones of tradeable goods throughadditien ytear.
developing ports in the IMd@an Region for ocean shipping, other transport corridors such as air, inland waterway:
road, and rail links will have to be upgraded to cater to the increasing demand for multi modal transport depend
the geography itself to enhance connectivity.

Interestingly Sri Lanka is in the heart of the&dadgmadvantageously sitting between the Arabian sea and the
Andaman sea, adjacent to theAresttshipping corridor of the Indian Ocean. Linking major postsijgme itans

hubs of the Far Easiidn subcontinent, Middle East and Africa, the island has an enviable maritime location th:
can deliver much efficiency to global trade and logistics cost management. It boasts of three major deep dr:
seaports, namely Trincomalee, Colombo and ltamiddatoare ideal to service different types of ships and
commodities. Indeed, Sri Lanka is a gateway nation to many continents that provides attractive connectivity of
Improving transport connectivity helps reduce trading cost, manuéaatusinguoist to connecting developing
countries and help them boost trade, growth, and regional integration.
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The maritime landscape of Sri LatiRarts of Colombo, Hambantota and Trincomalee

The port of Colombo has been among the top ranked ldfitheems of container volume handling and
connectivity indices and is astablished deep draught port on South Asia. The regional hub-2aiieed 22

in the world is the main transshipment port of the Indian subcontinent and proddesrwicstd acld
connectivity to the international liner shipping industry. The objective of the adjacent Port City is to create a worlc
financial centre in the centre of the Indtamnént. Shipping and shipping related services wikdteratdey f

succeed toward this goal. The port of Hambantota, another deep draught port has the potential to attract
containerised cargo (at this stagejervas a key energy port in the Indian Ocean, whilst Trincomalee is a natural
deep draught pevhich can service the Bay of Bengal littorals for numerous maritime services and act as a distribuf
centre for energy and bulk services for ttemsaéindia.

Conclusion

The maritime domain of the Indian Ocean remains vibrant and inyertaatéogfowth and trade shifts and

for world sea born transportation. The shipping, logistics and trade activity will continue to increase in the Indian
and is paramount that the region remains secured and free of international dommneeseweresearitime

security will be a key for stability and growth as well as to ensure smooth global supply chains.

However, if Sri Lanka needs to attract the global shipping industry for greater commercial activities and move b
that of a trartipment hub to a maritime state, it needs massive policy refatmstandgef laws and
regulations and its foreign policy to avoid risk of political fallout. The country must ensure a level playing field
international partners and be tsaheuaritime nation that embraces and facilitates global trade flows for its own
economic prosperity.

(Note: The contents of this paper were collected by references from multiple sources via the internet and present
done at the Colombo InternaMari#time Conference (CIMC) in 2015 & 2016 and author presentations done for
numerous think tanks during the perie2D2015
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DISCUSSION
1. Creating a level playing field in the IOR to enhance connectivity

Connectivity provides space for partnerships, market accessibility and new technologies for the process of cr
sustainable development. A level playingefigitiéd for connectively to bring positive results. Competing interests

in the 10 is not a negative phenomenon. When there is competition among suppliers, the consumer gets a bette
and the bargaining power increases, especially regarding ports.

Forinstance, instead of competing with each other for strategic power in the IOR, major powers can inves
connectivity for the benefit of IOR states. The reality is that rivalries will not go away, therefore it is necessary to
the most of the exissitgation.

Cooperation, collaboration, security and stability were considered necessary to create a situation conducive for s|
in connectivity efforts, leading to sustainable development.

2. Impact of COVID 19 @mnectivity

As aresult of the economic dowatigad by the COMMDpandemic, the increased need arosegangestic
economic recovery. Protectionism and reaction against over interdependence that followed could affect both the
trend and connectivity.

The COVINI situation changed coesyratterns and dependence on technologgoamddtce. The change

to online trading led to online connectivity. There was a shift in trading and supply chains changed and diversifie
result. New opportunities were created for production cextteegyeNfawilities were developed, and connectivity
changed from sea to air. Technological connectivity took a new turn-tifefestd@Miarding théndlustrial

Revolution.

With technology coming to the fore, its role in efficient andismodthkequired for connectivity, will be an

i mportant factor. The portsd technology must be i
For ports to be economically viable enterprises, they should be equipped withdlugyatieat teould attract

ship owners.

3. Connectivity and sustainable development

Sustainable development requires better connectivity. Developing states need to pay urgent attention in order to
better connectivity; facilitatenemerce and modenethods of communication and trade.

As regards UN Sustainable Devel opment Goals (SDGs)
and infrastructuredé while SDG 17 adv cmdaméntwlghatonp ar t n ¢
order to achieve certain goals, certain requirements need to be fulfilled. One of the requirements is to establish
partnerships.

During the pandemic, states were willing to engage Avitbress@érspective or with a serssdidarity.
Currently, the trend seems to be to cooperate better with some degree of solidarity and mutual trust, balancing tt

With the change of government in the USA, protectionism may be seen in a different way. States will be encou
to opemp more, diversify their own economies and expand partnerships for infrastructure development.
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Infrastructure projects require very high expenditure. Governments and very large companies are those, who
provide funds for infrastructure developm@hina providing infrastructure assistance through its BRI connectivity
programme. In order to minimize problems, it is important to design rules and regulations for the developme
connectivity.

4. Safeguards to ensure that connectivity is used fogribeurposes

Infrastructure associated with connectivity can be used for benign as well as malign purposes. The danger is
potential military users, through the creation of targets for terrorists, becoming locations to be defended
Governments slainave mechanisms to monitor them. It is always not those who built the infrastructure, who v
benefit from them.

Infrastructure is value free for certain categories, such as pirates. As far as connectivity facilities are concerne
not possible predict who would use them. As such, they are not good economic prospects all the time.

The economic calculus of connectivity projects must be transparent, otherwise there will be negative specul
There must be clear economic justificationptleatvielmenefit from the projects. On the other hand, there will be
resistance to certain types of infrastructure projects. Such problems are not confined to the IOR only, they are
problems as well.

Therefore, it is necessary to work togettieinize adverse impact. Connectivity creates opportunity as well as
vulnerability. There is intentional vulnerability and unintentional vulnerability. Intentional vulnerability mus
addressed. Also, concerns and negatives must be addressedb@ ettemwslys to address those issues.

5. Ensuring the viability of connectivity initiatives
For infrastructure initiatives, investment is more appropriate than loans.

In order to ensure the success of an infrastructure project, a businesgyféasibiingstim assessment of the
demand the project will generate is an absolute must, prior to the commencement of the project. A project fea:
study only is not adequate.

In order to develop a facility such as a ebgitaphical location alone is inadequate. Other requirements should
also be in place, i.e., an energy hub, appropriate local conditions, availability of the cargo volume, efficiency
infrastructure, etc. and all of them must be taken into consicestatient promotion should be ideally linked to
those conditions. In the case of the Singapore port, all efficiencies were ensured before the project took off the
and Singapore is now the hub in South East Asia.

In the process of receiving avilprg connectivity, the negativity should be minimized. National interests, domestic
interests as well as domestic polarization should be addressed.

For this to happen, all actors must be involved. Transparency is very important. Lack ofigrémsparency lea
perception of malignity. A good business environment should be maintained for better results considering that pc
of national significance.
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SESSION THREE

IDENTIFYINGNDADDRESSINBAJORSSUEINCLUDIN@ISTRUSHKND
O RUSDEFICIENGY

Moderator

Amb. Robert O. Blake, Jr.

Senior DirectdicLarty Associates, Washington D.C.
and Former Ambassador of the Unitedr8&atdsited StatesSri Lanka

Ambassador Blake served for 31 years in tbej&idgment in a wide range of leadership positions. +From 2013
2016, he served as the US Ambassador to Indonesia, where he focused on building stronger business and educ
ties between the US and Indonesia, while also developing cooperationesishedolund greenhouse gas
emissions. In 2009, he was nominated by President Obama to be Assistant Secretary of State for South and C
Asia, serving from 2Q00 1 3 , for which he was awarded the State
262009, he served concurrently as US Ambassador to Sri Lanka and the Maldives. Prior to that, he serve
Deputy Chief of Mission in India frofa@B)3vhere he was named the worldwide DCM of the Year by the State
Department.

Most recently, Ambassdgiake has held a wide variety of key State Department positions as well, including
Executive Assistant to the Under Secretary for Political Affair@08@neEaity Executive Secretary for the
Department of State from-200Q, and Senior Deskc€&ffresponsible for economic and political relations with
Turkey from 192800. He has also served in Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, and Nigeria.

He is currently Chairman of the Board ofitli®riéSia Society, and he is a member of the board of the Asia
Faundation and the Bhutan Foundation.

Ambassador Blake holds a BA from Harvard College, and an MA from the Johns Hopkins School of Adva
International Studies in Washington, DC.
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Identifying and Addressing Major Issues including MistruStrastcdDeficiency

Dr. LiZongyi
Senior Fellow & Secretary General, South Asia and China Center, Shanghai Institutes for Internat
Studies, China

Major Issues in Asia and Indian Ocean Region

At present, in the short term, the most urgenttissughiole world is how to deal with1@oVide pandemic

situation not only poses a serious threat to the health of people in the world, including those in Asia and Indian
region, but also seriously affects the development of the world gconantgieslanAsia and the Indian Ocean

region are facing economic recession, and people's daily lives are greatly affected. How to control the pandemic
most urgent challenge for the whole world, including Asia and the Indian Ocean Region.

In thdong run, the biggest issue facing Asia and the Indian Ocean is the unprecedented change. It has been occ
in around the world, including the shift of the world economic center of gravity, transfer of wealth, transfer of the
power center, a nesund of scientific and technological revolution, the impact and transformation of national ar
social governance in the information age, the thougladbailiaation, the rise of populism and the challenge of
democratic and liberal values. Glebahgace and national governance are facing unprecedented challenges, and
the international economic and political order is undergoing disorder and reorganization. At the same time, the r
environment in which human beings live is also changitig vépetimate change and the spread of epidemic
diseases. The Coetftipandemic is the latest example, which is a common challenge faced by mankind.

From the political and economic point of view, the unprecedented changes in the woddtae dairilymefle h e
rise of the East and the decline of the Westo (Dor
Northod (Nanshang Beixia), that is, the oveofal | roi
the West. From the perspective of civilization, it is the revival of Eastern civilization such as China and India al
relative decline of the West. From the perspective of geopolitics, it is the geopolitical competition between Chir
the Unii States. Asia, the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean are the central stages of this unprecedented cha
In the view of some strategic scholars, the Indian Ocean is of special significance. They call the Indian Ocean |
"the geographical pivoteo2flst centudMow, the Covl® pandemic has accelerated this unprecedented change.

The international economic, technological, cultural, security and political structures are undergoing prof
adjustment, and the world is entering a perio@méeurhdlchange.

Majorchallengedacing Asia and Indian Ocean Region

1) With the increasingly fierce geopolitical competition, the United States hopes to maintain its global hegemon
the Trump Administration has resorted to every conceivable means to achieve "America First". The United Stat
forward the "InBadic" strategy to promote a regional security bloc, constantly stir up dissension, and create regiol
tensions. On the basis of consolidating the old bilateral military alliance, the United States tries to promote
regional powers to form new bilatdastral and multilateral military alliances and exclusive security and military
cooperation, including thindia, IndiAustralia, Jap&wustralia, UlaparAustralia, Uparndia, and QUAD,

etc. Britain and France, and some other tradititamal Mvevers are not willing to decline, therefore hoping to

1Robert D. Kaplan, Monsoon: The Indian Ocean and the Future of American Power, New York: Random House, 2010.
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intervene in the regional security affairs. The maintenance of the old exclusive security framework and
establishment of a new exclusive security framework are contrary to the wailied masiec@gion for the
establishment of an open, inclusive, democratic, and equal regional security architecture. ASEAN has put forw
own "Ind@acific Outlook".

2) Secondly, trade protectionisrglabalization and geopolitical competition hinder regional economic cooperation.
With China's continuous development and growth, the mentality of some countries has changed: on the one
some countries have irggdaxpectations for China, hoping to share more of its development dividend and let Chir
take more responsibility; on the other hand, some countries are more concerned about China, afraid that it w
"dominant" in Asia. Some countries, such d@gthStaies and India, are trying to reconstruct the industrial chain,
value chain and supply chain in Asia, and then change the current global political and economic pattern. China'
andR o alrdtiative was hedged by the US, Japan, and Inifia.oMftereak of Cel&] countries such as the

United States, Japan, Australia and India are accelerataligttigeRinicizatioptocess, but the effect is very

limited.

3) Western powers are dissatisfied with the choice of diffesgyaterobtmatable for their own national conditions

by some countries in the region. Especially when the instabilitglledtidersocratic system in the West is
increasing and the superiority of the political system of the countries irettmemegjondseband more obvious,

the great powers outside the region attempt to stir up the debate on ideology and values. Some countries in the
echo the Western powers, arcotigvar atmosphere has risen. In this context, some of the rem@iminy eth
religious issues in the region are also on the rise. The Rohingya crisis in Myanmar has aroused extensive atten
the international community under the hype of Western media. The political stability of some countries carryir
economic coefation with China is under threat.

4) Due to the economic backwardness of some countries in the region and the lack of national governance ca|
illegal activities such as drug smuggling, transnational crime, terrorism, and piracy areelamppant. dthe dev
information technology has intensified the speed of information dissemination and the difficulty of govern:
encouraged these illegal activities, put forward new challenges to national sovereignty, security and develof
interests, and gaka serious threat to regional stability. In April 2019, there was a terrorist attack in Sri Lanka. W
the increase of climate change and economic activities, ecological and environmental problems have bec
increasingly prominent, and the spreadeaiieliseases has intensified. The outbreakl® Ias/iekposed

some serious deficiencies in national governance and social governance capacity. In addition, due to glacier m
river pollution, regional inequality of water resources ,disttilibtyossborder water resources problem is
increasingly becoming a serious issue affecting regional peace and tranquility. The above issues and challe
urgently need the international community and countries in the region to serioustgedddmrasand
governance.

Generally speaking, the region is at a critical crossroads. At present, there are two dominant trends in the regio
is the geopolitical competition and even confrontation led by the United States and other fessgtedowers, rep
by the CoMar style exclusive regional security architecture and thed@dA; the Belt and Road and other
economic cooperation projects. Only through cooperation can we avoid geopolitical competition and confrontatic
achieve peagstability, and prosperity in the region.
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Building an Asianommunity osharedfuture

In order to solve these challenges faced by Asian and Indian Ocean countries, we must have new ideas anc
thinking. Chinese leaders put forward the cdmg&phgfa community of shared future for mankind, which has
been paid wide attention and highly recognized by the international community and has been written into th
resolution. The 19th Communist Party of China National Congress has piontbé tbenstracnunity of shared
future for mankind into the constitution of the (
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. It has also been written into the prefameadf the Constitu
People's Republic of China. This shows the firm determination of the Chinese Communist Party and the gover
to make greater contributions to shaping a new international and regional order of peace, development, coope
and a whwin situatio

Compared with the traditional western political philosophy and international relations theory, which emphasize
dominance and control of a single country or a group of countries over the whole international system, and emph
the "hierarchicalld er " i n the international community, the ¢
the whole human being as the basic unit and transcends some differences and conflicts between narrow ideol
countries or between different civilizatittares and religions. It has mdelptinthinking on major issues such

as "what kind of world to build and how to build this world", and has formed a scientific, complete, rich and pro
ideological system.

First, build a world of lasting paacshould respect each other, discuss issues as equals, resolutely reject the Cold
War mentality and power politics, and take a new approach to devefstpieg slations with communication,

not confrontation, and with partnership, not allzor. [Kiild a world of universal security. All parties should
establish a common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security concept. Third, build a world of col
prosperity. We should work together cohesively, promote trade and ialestinerafitdéacilitation, and make
economic globalization more open, inclusive, and balanced so that its benefits are shared by all. Fourth, build at
and inclusive world. We should respect the diversity of civilizations. In handling celditatis@snetgus

replace estrangement with exchange, clashes with mutual learning, and superiority with coexistence. Fifth, b
clean and beautiful world. We should be good friends to the environment, cooperate to tackle climate change
protet our planet for the sake of human gurvival.

Specific to Asia and the Indian Ocean region, the basic goal of the Asian community of a shared future is to esi
a new regional political order of harmonious coexistence, a democratic anidsequatyegiteraand a win
win regional economic order.

To establish these new orders, countries in the region need to make their own choices. At present, there is lack ¢
among countries in the region and outside the region, Big extaedingly difficult to achieve complete mutual

trust between countries, especially among big powers. Even if there is no complete trust between the United ¢
and its allies, for example, the United States has been monitoring GermamaleageesSoTrust in the
psychological sense involves three different meanings: predictability, credibility, angiSpsaificat#ntionst

may simply mean that we believe that the actions of others are predictalBeldWamdrtisé between
superpowers was also based on the predictability of each other's behavior. Secondly, trust may also refer to cret

2Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects and Sikeessmth®dsi@lérs with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era, Delivered at the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, October 18, 2017
S3Deborah Welch Larson, ATrust and Mi s qhdody, \@plp,No.3 1097ipt7ldes i n I nternatio
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that is, we believetthtners will keep their promises. Third, trust may mean that we expect others to have charital
intentions and will not "exploit" us.

In any sense of trust, China's goal is building a community of a shared future for mankind and a trustworthy A:
countries in the region. Thesol | ed Chi na's plot to trap regional ¢
the Western and Indian media and in the articles of certain strategic scholars. The predictability, credibility, and g
of China behavior are in sharp contrast to the unpredictability, unreliability, and malice of the Trump Administrati
the United States. At present, China is cooperating actively with regional countries to help them deal with the pan
maintain the st#tlyiof the industrial chain and supply chain, and restore the economy.

The Constructe Approaches of Asian Community of Shared Future

1. Toestablish an open economic structure and a new framework for regional cooperation: Regional count
shaild promote RCEP to reach a consensus as soon as possible and promote the synergy of B&R v
national development strategies and regional economic integration plans. China should join hands with S
Asian and Southeast Asian countries in climbitag tof ti@bal value chain and industrial chain. China
should not only develop itself well, but also give other countries opportunities for full development.

2. Establish a ngmoup, open, inclusive, democratic and equal regional security framework. China and Asia
countries should make use of the existing bilateral and multilateral mechanisms such as the United Nat
East Asia Summit, Lanédagong CoopeaoatiLMC), Shanghai Cooperation Organization and CICA, and
create new mechanisms to establish a regional security framework including foreign powers, instead of j
formulating a set of rules with foreign countries to impose on other couwitne Cihitlacagamantly
opposes the establishment of military blocs in Asia and the Indian Ocean Region.

3. We should promote people to people exchanges and dialogue among Asian civilizations, especially an
young people, and build a bridge for peopietex=mnges.

The Role of Central States

Within the community, members enjoy equal status and follow democratic principles. However, the community
some "central countries” with political, economic and social capabilities, anchGerframce the European
community, Indonesia and Singapore in ASEAN. China should strive to play the role of central state, share intern
responsibilities with regional and foreign powers such as the United States, Russia, Japaarndgimyindonesia

a leading and coordinating role. In view of the various problems facing Asia, China should start from the fount
and provide more material, security, and ideological and cultural public goods for the construction of Asian comi
of sharetlture.

In Asia and the Indian Ocean region, small anesizedlicmantries should also play a leading role. The Indian
Ocean is an international trade and energy channel, not the lake of any country. The peace and tranquility of the
Ocean is very impottaot only to the countries in the region, but also to the great powers outside the regior
Therefore, stakeholders inside and outside the region should establish an inclusive mechanism to maintain re
peace and tranquility. In history, Sri Larkheanzbuntries have advocatetindiian Ocean Zone of Peace."

Such a proposal can still be discussed under the new historical conditions.
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about 300 pieces of commentation articles in Chinese or English in newspapers in recent several years. Dr. Lit
B.A. in Economics from Shandong University of Finance and Economics and a el§gland fam@&ican

Studies from The Johns Hopkins University Nanjing Centre. He obtained Master and PhD degrees in Interna
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Maintaining Peace and Stability inltltweP aci f i ¢c: Japands Appro

Dr.MichishitBlarushige
Vice President, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS)

One of Japanbdbs most i mportant strategic goals 1is
cooperatéy In strategic terms, maintaining balance of power in the region, and creating crisis prevention &
management mechanisms are the most effective means of achieving that goal.

The balance of power has been shifting rapidly due largely to the&ise ofnGhihai t ar y mi ght .
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), while the US defense expenditure declined by 15 p
and Japanbds increased by only 2 percent breentween 2|
in the same period. In absolute terms, the United States still remained in first place globally, with $732 billion sj
2019, and China was in second place with $261 billion. Japan spent $47.6 billion and Was in ninth place.

Against the backaraf rapidly growing defense expendituré, hirmct i vi ti es at sea and
Chinese naval vessels and bombers frequentiliy adva
lying between Kyushu and Taijmasumably ®nhance their ability to deny
surrounding Taiwan.

Japabs position i s noefense &aroes retavhai duaditative aegdga ov@rstheiS @hinése
counterparts in conventional capabilities, quantitativg mgtegisrinuch more in a peacetiaedoabuse

game of Apresence. o6 I n FY2019, Japan flew 947 scr e
airspace. The frequency of scrambles in recent years has already gone beyoneédkeoCaildl \Marr yéar.

Chinese governmeperated vessels continueto entedJapart er r i t or i al wat &ths ar oun
average of 10.5 ships per month iA 2019.

J a p aesporse

The National Defense Program Guidelines{NDP&) d ocu ment gui ding Jdhagpands ¢
been serving as the most important security strategy directive of the Japanese government since it was revis
December 2018. The 2018 NDR@ #tat the balance of power was changing rapidly, and the level of uncertainty
was rising. In addition, the importance of newly emergingdtenajece, cyberspace, and electromagnetic
spectrurawas growing according to the new NDPG. Innoegérthose challenges, the NDPG suggested that

IAnThe 40 countries with the highest military exrpeWedemanur e i n 2
and Siemon T. Wezeman, iTr ends Shaet, Apid 20R0dp. Mi | i t ary Expendi ture
https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/file34232@020_04_milex_0_0.pdf (accessed on June 27, 2020).

2SelfDef ense Force Joint Staff, iStatistics on scrambles throug
https://www.mod.go.jp/js/PressZp@¥press_pdf/p20200409_02.pdf (accessed on June 27, 2020).

3Japan Coast Guard, iThe numbers of Chinese govertentaialt and ot
sea surrounding the Seéenkald Forends, Afdaarksablidrand®li nin Chin
Waters Surrounding the Senkaku I sl ands, and Japam®ds Response
Japanbs Territor ivamw.m&ag.jp/tegich/page23e2000021 htthiQaccedsadorplsine 27, 2020).
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Japan make efforts in three areas: enhancing its defense capabilities; reinftapeny ahmrids; and
strengthening security cooperation witls pamntners.

First, Japan is strengthening itssdefapabilities. Since the cumulative government debt that Japan has is larger
than 200 percent of its gross domestic product, which makes it difficult for the country to spend much more on de
the Japanese government seeks to improve effideseguafyitpolicy. As such, the Japanese government has
undertaken initiatives such as establishing a National Security Council as a system for more effective and col
national security policymaking. It has looseémgmbsetf ban on arms expompantidipation in international joint

arms development and production, which would make it possible for Japan teedggquméitzuttiaguipment

at more reasonable prices.

The Japanese governmentds decd stitoen DRioetrées ndeaipgiedr
security legislation in 2015 enabled Japan to start exercising the right ctietdlestivévitblthat change, the
SelfDefense Force can now operate more closely together with foreign armed fhiwses aichelidgited

States. Moreover, the Japanese government revised the Development Cooperation Charter in 2015 so that .
could use the official development assistance (ODA) fund for not only economic purposes but also security pur]
Put simplyhé¢ aim of the new Japanese security policy is to improve defense capabilities in real terms withou
significant increase in defense spending.

The 2018 NDPG called for developing defense capabilities encompassing both traditional and newly eme
domais . It also argued that Japands defense forces
as f#@may si and adfledgech armed attacks. Japan will bolster intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance activities, and prepare flexible deterrent options in order to enhance its abilikote deal with gray
situations. Also, the decision to op&aR:figters on the light aircraft carriers Izumo and Kaga is expected to
improve operational flexibility kzgmnaysituations.

The Japan Coast Guard devotes some 600 personnel and 12 large patrol vessels to protect the five small islal
Senkaku. China e@nd its aircraft and ships at the time and to the place of its own choosing. To that, Japan has
maintai@ high level of readiness at allR&med with those challenges, Japan has started to make an asymmetric
regiowi de response, defying Chinaés attempts not onl
the Indian Ocean. For exahpdep a n 6 s  Mlefanse tForam €M FDésIbéen makingcsa | | ed Astr at
port vi s fTthesJSBFiships iacludirg th& 261008 1zumo and JS Kaga have made port calls in the
places such as Klang in Malaysia, Muara in Brunei, and Colombo, Hambantota and TrinkamMhatssein Sri La
are the ports where Chinabés influence is already
seeks to strengthscurity cooperation with the countries in the region and prevent China from monopolizing tho
ports. Japan has also taken actions to demonstrate its security commitment in the region. In September 2018

4Government of Japan, fiNational Defense Program GuQlaldnetiDécisiens f or Fi sca
December 18, 2018, https://wwwagplf@pproach/agenda/guideline/2019/pdf/20181218_e.pdf (accessed on June 27, 2020).

5China seeks to effect changes in the status quo by using fdeeg buadostained manner in the areas such as the East China Sea and the South China
Sea. Such an agpmeachei s loag loe gd fedus @ chtali targk et al., Thelap&n Alliance and Deterring

Gray Zone Coercion in the Maritime, Cy¥beaere, sandalSpacsoDecmai meahRAND, ¢
situation withoChnnbhédsesanbtgiabtleeffbetstatus quo, or (b) crises res
inadvertent clashes among the countries involved.

6Foreign Minister Taro Kono usedwv tYloe kt drnm,S efpstternmebteerg i2d 1p7ar tT awios iKtosn, o0,
Speech by Foreign Minister Kono at Columbia University, September 21, 2017, https://www.mofa.go.jp/na/nafril&pageSed 000N 4827,

2020).

7Japan Maritime Jaffensé or ce ( JMSDF), fAGoei kan 6l zumod 6Sazanami 6 no Chouki Kouct¢
in 2017),0 https://www. medzgoamp/ médtctepeedtonnlaonoeprmentd 02M@WModl MSDF
https://www. mod. go.jp/ msdf/en/operation/ éPmeridtiico D2(p1 &d.ylmemlt (2a8ODclOe Ds e d
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JMSDF ships includiadjcopter carrig® Kaga and submad8eKuroshitonducted an astibmarine warfare
exercise in the South China Sea.

In he meantime, positive steps have been taken for crisis prevention and management between China and Jap
December 2018, the two countries reached an agreement in principle to set up a hotline designed to prevent inc
at sea and in the air in thet EEhina Sea. The two sides also agreed on annual assessment meetings and
standardized communication protocols between their law enforceiment vessels.

Second, Japan is strengthening its security relationship with the dJmthadBtatésough theision of the
USJapan Defense Cooperati on Gtaccesg/dradadeaia strategy, th®@Uniled | n
States is developing the Third Offset Strategy and the Joint Concept for Access and Maneuver in the Global Cor
(JAMGC)Japan, for its part, is paying attention to the defense of the Southwest Islands in order to contribute to
new strategy developed by the United States.

The United States and Japan will work closely together in areas such as space andssjlbedgetEnsed mi

training and exercises, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance operations, and the development of fl
deterrent options. The two countries will develop and/or update combined operation plans and enhance the qui
extendedalerrence. Japan will play a larger role in providing logistic support and protection to US forces. Finally
United States and Japan will work together on capacity building, humanitarian assistance/disaster relief, and cc
piracy.

In 2017, the Wed States expressed its willingness to contribute to the realization of a freeRawifiopen Indo
accordance with J aPadfiogison. mr2618, tha b8 Go@epnment rénanted the Pacific
Command to the frRBxific Command. Theedrtates and Japan will also work together to maintain the balance
of power in the East China Sea, the South China Sea, the Taiwan Strait, and the Indian Ocean.

Finally, Japan is strengthening security cooperation with the countries in the Iredlosiralspetiaia,

Southeast Asian nations, and South Korea. As mentioned above, while the United States remains the largest sy
on defense in the world, China is quickly catching up. The United States no longer holds a predominant position
IndePacific region, and even if the United States and Japan work together very closely, they might not be ab
mai ntain the balance of power given the rapid gro
the strategic weidldattnotJS regional partners can bring to bear in maintaining the regional balance of power.

Unlike during the Cold War, the countries of Asia are coming to possess considerable military capabilities of the|
According to S Pgingreadechby B7apéreent dverfthe last decadepte antatal of $71.1 billion
in 2019, making India the worlddéds third | argest s
defense increased by 36 percent over the same tirted,db643® billibAustralia is inflPlace in defense

outlays; its spending went up by 23 percent, to $25.9 billion. If added up, defense expenditures of India, Japan,

https://www. mod. go.jp/ msdf/ en/ operati on/ | P D1KkoundJmitaish{satst (Fersign Bidisteo n J u n
Taro Kono Inspects$ef f ense Force units visiting a port in Brunei), o Sankei Sh
https://lwww.sankei.com/politics/news/180212/plt180212@0Qdccessed on June 27, 2020).

8fi Ni cBoueitoukyokusyakanno Kaikuurenraku Mekanizumuno Gaiyou (Summary of the Communications Mechanism betwefelapafiense Authorities
and China), o0 Nihon Keizai Shinbun, May 9, 2018, hlune@%2020).www. ni kkei .c
9Gi ven South Koreaéds significant strategic weightg, the ongoin
chall enges to the success of Japanéds securhHhalenge Bdretrah gy . Sout
percent of South Koreads gross domestic productStatecandnes fr om

Japan in balancing with China only i ihgwiChinahexckedsttobbalantimader s

e
i
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Korea, and Australia would amount to $188.5 billion, only $h2db rbitlion g f Chinads expend
expenditures of India, South Korea, and Australia have grown-sighificamtly t as much as C
expenditure did. If the US defense efforts are taken into account, Japan and its paPaafiredienndight

be able to maintain the balance of power fairly effectively.

In the meantime, Japan has been providinglmaifingyassistance to small powers such as the Philippines,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, and DjiboutdZBy Japar? has provided 27 patrol vessels, 13 high
speed boats, and 11 coastal monitoring radar equipment to the countries in Southeast Asia, and offered differen
of opportunities for human resource development for maritime law'&hfwseanivities have two major
objectives: empowering those countries so that the
the Indian Ocean; and enhancing their ability to cope with drug trafficking, piracy, illegal, regeladecdd, and un
fishing, and other challenges.

I'n that context, Japano0s -defdnselhast leveltofompertaree tltat issddficutt to e 1
exaggerate. Collectivedaflinse affords the opportunity for Japan to condobustar@mbined training and
exercises with its security partners. Furthermore, if the countries in the region including Japan can work closely tc
to conduct patrol and surveillance, as well as intelligence gathering missions, unildterataciargeytic

status quo can be more effectively checked in both the South China Sea and the East China Sea.

OMi ni stry of Foreign AffaiPaci filiJapandMay EZ020t pgor7.a Free and
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Trust, Mistrust and the Chagos Archipelago Sovereignty Dispute

Mr.Samuel Bashfield
National Security College, Australian National University

Introduction

Trust and mistrust in Indian Ocean security affairs are not only an issue between major powers, but also betweer
and minor players in asymmetric relationships. The Chagos Archipelago dispute highlights the complex inte
between trust, sovereigntypower projection capabilities in this contested ocean. This short article will examine tf
Chagos Archipelago case study to identify points of mistrust between parties to the dispute, and identify severa
to build mutual trust, which may dentinilaudispute resolution.

Britainbds decision i n 1théparttofahe €donyaot Malrdintd ereat€Ethe gos A
British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT) still has ramifications for Indian Ocean security some $5Tyears subsequen
dispute between Mauritius and the United Kingdom (UK) (plus the United States indirectly) has increased in prt
recent years. In 2019, the International Court of Justice opined that British sovereignty of the témritory is unlawf
theeme year, the United Nations General Assembly p
its colonial administration from the Chagos Archir
Mauritius to complete its desatim?. The UK decided against complying and the dispute continues into 2020.

This dispute is complicated by the presence of a major military installation dntibedgom€strigéand in the
Chagos Archipel ago. Wae,i but @ reality nprinmadhfudEyNaval Supgorn Faailityd U S/
Diego Garcia (NSFD@)critical for staging US (and allied) operations in the Indian Ocean, Middle East, South As
and Africa. The basebds fourUPd i malryatf uPRce p onist iao re|
naval platforms including submarines and surface vessels, and -tesjmgatahdactical aircraft and
telecommunications functidiss strategically located base (see Figure 1) has become alerificalJShab

power projection into the Indian Ocean Region and beyond.

Based on the premise that Britain ceding the Chagos Archipelago to Mauritius, while retaining the US presen
Diego Garcia, is in the collective interest of Indian Ocean sesilitig plidicle will assess the role of trust and
mistrust in this dispute and identify various solutions. In publi¢ Idimbeeemtdecision makers explicitly stated

that they are willing to grant the US (and UK if desyesf) lacs8® foiDe g o Gar ci a and wi | |
military operations. Despite these assurances, the UK, and by extension the US, have shown no indications
willingness to cede the territory to Mauritius. This paper will assess the role of trustren€maigtrsist in
Archipelago sovereignty di$pubéch acts as a hurdle to the transfer of sovereignty from the UK to Mauritius.

1Legal Consequences of the Separation of the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius in 1965, Advisory Opinial,Gaurf 69 Juistizedizruary

25, 2019).

2 A/ R E S-/Advidary208iBion of the International Court of Justice on the Legal ConsequendemadiftteeSeipagas Archipelago from Mauritius

in 1965,0 United Nations, 2019, https://undocs.org/en/ A/ RES/ 73/ 295.
SWal ter C. Il Ladwig, Andrew S. Erickson, and Rebaandig.S.BorcesMi kol ay, @D
Basing and Forward Presence in tHea&#ia, ed. Carnes Lord and Andrew S. Erokson (Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 2014), 145.

‘fUN General Assembl 4/ RESCL22H29H5s0 REsUNuGemer al Assembly (2019), htt
Garcia: The US Has a Clear Choice, 0 Bl og-interproter/cldemiteesdiggegamdiae r , August 14
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Figure 1: The Chagos Archipelago is located in the centre of the Indian Ocean (Map provided by CartoGIS $tAstasniNU College
the Pacific, The Australian National University).

This paper does not seek to defend or legitimise British retentioin whibk Bl@dcurately characterised as a

fii |l | e ¢giadn abermiioo of ntérnational law. Ideally, thi@oatdiaot be on Mauritius to right this historic
wrong. However, as the UK has shown no indications of a willingness to cede the territory, the task falls on Ma
to agitate for sovereignty transfer. The US also has a role in building ttiust withadglrit has not publicly
declared that it will support sovereignty transfer, yet. In this sense, trust and mistrust is an apt lens for analysis.

Further, it must be noted that this is a dispute principally between the UK and Matln&iUs lddahepeime
beneficiary of UK sovereignty of the Chagos Archipelago. Analysts contend that if the US deems Mauritian sovel
of the Archipelago is in its national interest, the US could persuade the UK to cede the territorglto Mauritius. Ir
ceding the territory would relieve the UK of aldagauesdache, one which is perpetuated by the US preferring
London over Port Louis as the landlord. The political and diplomatic costs for the UK and US for perpetuating the
are mounting. Asch, if Port Louis and Washington are able to establish themselves as mutually trustworthy, tl
rationale for British retention of the Chagos may become irrelevant. Thus, trust and mistrust may play a role in ¢
this decades long dispute.

The role ofrust and mistrust

Various Diego Garcia base security issues highlight why US policymakers may lack trust in Port Louis to accomr
US interests should the territory be ceded. Under British sovereignty, US Diego Garcia access terms were ro

SPet er Harnrti so,f fUMm fRoecetdporm: The Fut udarna df Indiszific Affails®a p (@020):090, Faci | ity Diego
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jun/08/2002311B/FHARRIS.PDF.
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